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Mitrasamprapti

The Second book (tantra), entitled
Mitrasamprapti, is besides the other topics, devoted
to examining mainly the acquisition or winning of
friends. If the first section Mithrabheda
concentrates on mutual discord or estrangement
between the two friends which culminates into a
destructive result, the present section strongly
relates to inspiriting existing kings or would-be
kings for making true friends for having auspicious
accomplishments. The Mitrasamprapti has been laid
to explain the advantages of having good friends
and their indispensability for trying times. The
previous book ends on a tragic note with the death
of an ingenuous and selfless bull at the hands of an
indiscreet and stupefied lion, so, it may be a
possibility that the author might have composed
this second book, entitled Mitrasamprapti, as a
supplement of the earlier section. Having depicted
the disastrous effects of indiscretion on the part of a
king, it was incumbent upon the author to
familiarize the upcoming rulers with the advantages
of having meritorious friends and ministers. So, in
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the present section, the author exemplifies the
importance as well as indispensability of virtuous
friends and ministers for the smooth execution of
governance. Having cautioned the kings against the
knaves, the sycophants and the back-biters, and also,
after having described the ill-effects of over-
credulity of kings, the author now proceeds to
explain the grandeur of unfeigned friendship.

For the fuller appreciation and broader
understanding of the purport of this section, a
cursory glance at the framing story is necessary. The
author, in the very beginning, establishes the utmost
importance of practical wisdom and political
insight for the accomplishment of one's purposes :

FETEAT A A=A FhgATT T |
ATEAATY] HTVT HIHSSGTEHAT | |

'Wise men, though short of means, if, endowed
with intellect and well-versed, accomplish their
objects quickly, like the crow, the mouse, the deer
and the tortoise did'.

The prefatory verse hints that the crow, the
mouse, the deer and the tortoise are the characters
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of the framing story, who achieve their purposes
through their intelligence, despite the dearth of
means. The crow represents skill and intelligence.
The mouse symbolizes quick action, the deer stands
for simplicity, nobility and straight-forwardness,
and, the tortoise symbolizes sluggishness or
slackness but perseverance and sustained effort at
the same time. These qualities, possessed by four
different entities, when work unitedly, they (the
four) emerge victorious.

Now begins the second book in the
Panchatantra, entitled 'Mitrasampraptihi' where in
the first verse runs as follows :

Shloka 1 - A wise, intelligent and well-informed
persons (states-men), though devoid of means and
equipments, accomplish the (tough) tasks instantly
as the crow, the turtle, the deer and the mice had
fulfilled their difficult jobs without any means.

As is heard traditionally — 'there exists(ed) a city,
called Mahilaropya, in the southern region. There
existed a very large and lofty banyan tree, situated
not very far from that city, the fruits of which were
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consumed by various birds dwelling upon it, the
hollows of which were occupied by diverse insects
and which comforted (provided shelter and shadow
to) vast multitudes of travelers by its (cool and
dense) shadow.

Upon that banyan tree, there dwelled a crow,
entitled Laghupatanaka. One day, while it was to
start out towards the city for picking up grains, it
saw a fowler (coming) before, carrying a trap in
hands, having a jet-black complexion and ugly legs
with chilblains, having long rough and standing
hair, and, (wearing a look) as ferocious as that of
the messenger of death-god.

Having seen him, the crow started thinking with
an apprehensive mind (suspicious heart) 'that this
wicked-hearted (fowler) is approaching (before)
this banyan tree, my shelter. I do not know whether
the birds dwelling upon it, shall survive today or
not?'

Having pondered so in various ways, the crow
returned to the tree instantly and apprised (warned)
the birds present there in following words - 'o
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listen! This wicked-hearted fowler, having a trap
and rice-grains in hands, is approaching. Never rely
upon him. (He is not reliable in any case). He will,
having stretched the trap, scatter the rice-grains all
over it. Those rice-grains (scattered) have to be
regarded as the Kalakootai.e. very deadly poison by
all of you.

While the crow was so warning the birds against
the fowler, he reached the tree. Sretching the trap
and scattering rice-grains, resembling white flowers
of the sind (Sinduwara) over it, ambushed quiety
(i.e. waited in a hidden position) not very far from
the tree.

All the birds present on the tree (sitting there),
having been (deterred) obstructed by the draw-bar
of Laghupatanaka's words, and regarding the grains
scattered as the sprouts of the deadly poison,
watched silently.

In the meantime, the king of the pigeons, named
Chitragreeva, accompanied by a retinue of
thousands of pigeons, flying in search of food, saw
the grains scattered even from a distance, and, in
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spite of being deterred by Laghupatanaka, owing to
gastronomy (greediness to eat), alighted and got
entrapped with kith and kin.

Or, appropriately has it been observed :

In the meantime, the fowler, regarding those
pigeons as ensnared, delighted at heart and having
readied his stick, rushed to kill them. Chitragreeva
too, having regarded himself as ensnared with
family and watching the fowler as approached,
consoled those pigeons - 'do not have fear (you
should not fear).

As has been said :

Shloka 2 - One, whose intellect does not become
obtuse (defunct) in all kinds of miseries, overcomes
them undoubtedly through the influence of that
(intellect and fortitude).

Shloka 3 - Great people are equal in (both) mirth
and miseries (i.e. even-tempered have equable
temperament, they do not get nervous and never
abandon patience and gravity); (look) lord sun is red
when he rises, and also, when sets (i.e. is equable in
rise and fall).
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So, all of us, unanimous and carefree, if, fly off
suddenly, carrying this net and the trap along, then,
on getting out of the sight of the fowler, we shall be
released from this trap. Overpowered or puzzled by
fear, if you shall not (do not) fly at ease, then all of
you are sure to perish.

(Having been instructed so), when all those
pigeons flew with the net, at once and unitedly, the
fowler, standing on the ground even, followed the
birds, flying away with the net. With his face
upwards, the fowler recited the following verse :

Shloka 4 - These, in spite of being birds merely, are
flying united with the net; they will certainly fall
down as and when quarrel (among themselves).

Laghupatanaka too, having postponed his
journey for the quest of food, followed them out of
such a curiosity, 'what shall happen with (to) these
pigeons'. When the pigeons with the net evanesced
(when he knew them as out of sight), a dejected
fowler recited the following verse and returned
home :

Shloka 5 - What is not destined, can never happen;
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(on the other hand) whatever is to happen, that takes
place even without making efforts. What is not
destined to remain in one's possession, that, though
placed upon one's palm (i.e. ultimately secured),
vanishes,

So, let my wishes for birds remain apart, to add
to my woes, I lost my net also that served as a means
of supporting my family. Chitragreeva too, on
knowing the fowler as gone back or evanesced, told
the pigeons - 'o! That wicked-hearted fowler has
retreated. So, let us move towards the north-eastern
direction of this city Mahilaropya with patience and
healthy heart (composed mind). There, my friend,
Hiranyaka, a mouse, shall gnaw the snares of all of
us.

Because, it has been observed :

Shloka 6 - When calamities befall all men/when all
mortals fallen into a calamity, none but a friend
helps, though it be through mere speech (i.e. it is
only a friend who offers assistance in times of
distress).

The pigeons, thus (consoled) addressed by
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Chitragreeva, reached the well-protected fort-like
hole of Hiranyaka in the city of Mahilaropya.
Hiranyaka too, having entered, dwelled there at ease
and without any fear from anywhere, in a well-
guarded fort-like hole, having a thousand openings
(outlets).

On reaching the entrance of the hold,
Chitragreeva called for help in a loud voice — 'o
friend Hiranyaka! Come out at once, I am extremely
endangered.'

On hearing the voice, Hirayaka too, stationed
inside the fort like hole, replied (inquired) —'o who
1s it? (who are you)? What for have you come here?
What is the reason? What type of calamity you are
in? Tell me clearly.'

Having heard the questions, Chitragreeva
replied - 'o! I am your friend Chitragreeva, the king
of pigeons. So, come out quickly, a great task is
ahead (waiting for you).

On hearing it, Hiranyaka, with a thrilled body,
delighted heart and steady mind came out hastily.

Or, it has rightly been observed :
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Shloka 7 - Friends, full of affection and giving
delight to the eyes, always come to the households
of only the fortunate and noble (house-holders).

Shloka 8 - The pleasure or felicity overflowing the
heart of one, to whose household a good friend
comes daily, can not be equalled by any other
pleasure in this world.

On finding Chitragreeva, ensnared in the net
with family, Hiranyaka said (sympathised) with
sorrow — 'o friend! What is this?' [How this
happened?]

Chitragreevareplied - 'o friend! Knowing every-
thing, why do you ask?

So, owing to the gastronomy of the tongue
(avarice), I have obtained this bond. And now. You
release us from this bond instantly. Hearing this,
Hira“yaka kept on telling:

Shloka 9 - A bird (vulture, kite etc.) that descries
the flesh or a dead animal even from a distance of a
hundred and fifty yojana (a yojana roughly equals to
eight miles), the same bird does not notice, due to
the misfortune the proximate net or trap.
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And also:

Shloka 10 - Noticing the suffering of the sun and
the moon due to the planet Rahu; the captivity of the
(wild) elephant, the snake and the bird; and the
penury of the talented beings, I have come to the
opinion that 'alas! The fate is all-powerful'.

After saying so, while Hiranyaka became ready
to cut the bond (trap) of Chitragreeva, then
Chitragreeva forbade :

'O noble Soul! Do not do so in any case, first of
all, you free my attendants from the bond (destroy
the bonds of my servants), after that unfetter me
from the net'. On hearing this, an enraged Hiranyaka
said — 'o Chitragreeva! You did not say the right
thing as the place of servants comes only after the
master.

Chitragreeva said — 'o gentle soul! Do not tell
like this. These poor souls are dependent upon me
only. And secondly, these creatures have come to
me leaving their kith and kin behind. So, do they not
deserve even this much of deference from my side?

It has been observed also :
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Shloka 11 - A king, who always shows much
respect to his attendants, (the servants thus) highly
delighted, never leave that king even when he is
devoid of riches.

And also :

Shloka 12 -Trust (of subjects) is the source of
riches; on the basis of this trust, the elephant heads a
herd (the head stays surrounded by the elephants
always); on the other hand, a lion, in spite of being
(called) the master of deers-mrugadhipati, is never
surrounded by deers, the beasts (i.e. the lion is
called the king of wild animals only for the sake of
name, actually no creature respects him).

Secondly, while biting my net, if your teeth are
broken or that greedy fowler approaches from
somewhere, then, I am sure to go to the hell.
(Because my attendants shall remain trapped in the
confinement).

I has been said also :

Shloka 13 - A king/master, who enjoys pleasures on
his good-natured servants, experiencing miseries,
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experiences pains in this world (stays distressed and
afflicted) and goes to hell.

[The king who enjoys while his attendants of
good demeanour, suffer afflictions, in such a
situation, that king goes to hell and remains
afflicted in this world.]

Hearing the word of Chitragreeva, a delighted
Hiranyaka said —'o friend! I am well aware of the
royal duties, but, I just tested you. So, now I free all
your attendants/followers first (i.e. I shall first cut
the ties of all of your family members). And, owing
to your such compassionate and affectionate
behavior towards the attendants, you will have a
greatly increased family of pigeons (i.e. more and
more creatures shall join you).

As has been observed also :

Shloka 14 - A king, who always holds the feelings
of compassion and equanimity/impartiality for his
attendants, can be authorised (expected) to protect
even the three worlds.

Having said so, Hiranyaka, after cutting the
bonds of all, told Chitragreeva - 'o friend! Now you
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go back to your dwelling-place. Come again if
fallen in any trouble (i.e. kindly grace me by coming
again when in any trouble)'. Having seen them off,
Hiranyaka, again entered inside his fort-like hole.

Chitragreeva too, happily returned to his
dwelling-place with his retinue.

Or rightly has this been observed :

Shloka 15 - A man, having (true) friends,
accomplishes even arduous tasks, so, one should
make friends that are necessarily equal to one's own

self.

Laghupatanaka, the crow too, having witnessed
the entire episode of the freedom of Chitragreeva
from the net, kept on thinking with an amazed mind
- 'oh! Amazing and admirable are Hinanyaka's
intellect, strength and the provisions of the fort.
Then, this only is exactly the way to secure the
freedom of birds from bondage. [Mutual co-
operation and friendship are the only ways to get
released from traps]. Though, I do not rely upon
anyone, and secondly, I am of unsteady nature, still,
I shall make him my friend.
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Because it has been observed also :

Shloka 16 - Wise persons, though affluent,
powerful and endowed with everything, must make
good friends. Look! the sea, though full to the brim/
full from all sides, awaits the rise of the moon.

[The sea swells up after the moon rises. Tides,
high and low, are seen in the sea when the moon
rises].

Having determined so, the crow, alighting from
the tree and reaching the opening of the hole, called
Hiranyaka in a tone resembling that of Chitragreeva
- 'o Hiranyaka! Come out! Come Out! Hearing the
sound, Hiranyaka thought - 'is there any pigeon still
left in the net that Chitragreeva is calling me! 'who
is it (there)?' asked Hiranyaka.

'l am Laghupatanaka, the crow' - replied the
CTOW.

Hearing this, Hiranyaka, going inside still more
(further), said - 'go from this place right now."'
The crow appealed — 'Thave come to you with a

greater cause. Then, why do not you want to see
(meet) me?'
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Hiranyaka replied - 'Tdo not have any purpose to
meet you.

The crow appealed even further - 'o! I have
witnessed how Chitragreeva was released from the
net by you and that has caused a great affection in
my heart towards you. So, if someday, I am caught
(in the net), you will set me free. (on my being
trapped someday, I shall be released by you). So,
make me your friend.’

Hiranyaka said — '"You are the eater and [ am your
eatable. Then how can my friendship be possible
with you? So, go from here. How can friendship
exist there on is being contrary or opposed to the
natural cause?

Itis said also :

Shloka 17 - Friendship as well as marriage or a
dispute is suitable between only those whose
wealth and families (back-grounds) are equal.
Friendship and enmity is never appropriate between
the rich and the poor, strong and weak or fat and the
lean.

'

So, go from here. The crow replied - 'o
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Hiranyaka! Here do I sit outside the door of your
fort-like hole. (I sit doggedly at the gate of your
well-guarded hole till the enforcement of my
demand.) If you do not make me your friend, I shall
certainly sacrifice my life here before you. I shall
start my fast from today onwards." Hiranyaka
replied —'o! how can I enter into a friendship with a
natural enemy like you?

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 18 - One should not go for a treaty (make an
alliance) with an enemy, though, highly attached or
mixed up; water, though boiling even, extinguishes
the fire.

The crow pleased - 'o Hiranyaka! Since we are
not in any dealing with each other/we do not see
each-other even [i.e. have no concern with each
other], so, where does the question of enmity arise!
So, why are you telling an improper thing.
Hiranyaka explained - 'hostility is of two types -
innate and caused due to some unbecoming act. So,
you are my natural enemy.

As has been observed also :
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Shloka 19 - Enmity, caused by external reasons,
fades or can fade instantly by means of external
obligations, favours etc. On the contrary, the natural
or innate enmity does not perish without the
offering of life.

[Hostility, born of instantaneous reasons, comes
to an end through conciliatory efforts or friendly
acts, but, if natural or innate, it ends only with the
life].

The crow said - 'o brother! Tell me the traits of
the two types of enmity as I am desirous of hearing
it.'

Hiranyaka replied - 'o crow! The hostility caused
by some reason or offending act, is unnatural/
instantaneous that can abate or recede by
benevolent or favourable acts. On the other hand,
the hostility that is natural, does not diminish or
perish by any means. For instance - the hostility
between the following entities is of the natural
type -

(1)  Serpents - mongoose
(1)) Herbivores - creatures having nails as
instruments for fighting.
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(111) Water - fire

(iv) Deities - demons

(v) Dogs - cats

(vi) Impoverished- opulent
(vil) Co-wives - co-wives
(vii1) Lions - elephants

(ix) Fowler - deers

(x) Brahmans, who strictly follow the vedic
injunctions — those who do not adhere to
the vedic or scriptural prescriptions and
negations.

(xi) Idiots - scholars

(xi1) Chaste - (virtuous) wife/women -

unchaste lady (wanton)

(xi1) Noble - wicked-hearted persons.

None of the above has done any wrong to
anyone; neither has one killed the other still, one is
hell-bent on killing another.

The crow said —

Shloka 20 - A man enters into friendship or enmity
with another man due to some reason, so, a wise
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being should employ only friendship in this world
and not enmity with another.

So, for the accomplishment of friendly duties, be
in friendly relationship with me.

Hiranyaka said -

Or, one should not ever assume that (as) 'T am
free from vices/possess qualities and, nobody shall
take a revenge on me (i.e. nobody is malignant
towards me, I am a favourite of all), this situation
too, is not possible.

The crow said - 'you are right, still, listen :

Shloka 21 - Friendship in human beings is born
due to mutual beneficence; in the case of animals
and birds, it originates due to some motives; in
fools, it takes place due to fear and greed, but, in the
case of good beings, friendship emerges merely
through reciprocal sight.

Shloka 22 - The friendship of the wicked and good
fellows is just like the changing shadow of the first
and second halves of the day; for, in the former case,
it gradually diminishes from much to little,
whereas, in the latter, it grows from little to much.
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[In the first half of the day, the shadows of the
tree etc., is very long initially, but, it shortens with
the progress of the sun, and, by the mid-dayj, is left
as very much diminished. Afterwards, when the sun
advances, the shadows of the trees etc. start
increasing gradually, and finally, before the sun-set,
look too much stretched. This example has been
given to illustrate the difference between the
companionship of a noble person and that of a
wicked person.]

So, o Hira"yaka! I am a noble soul, and secondly,
I (shall) make you fearless through my oaths (in the
name of the deities etc.) Hirayaka said - 'your oaths
can not instil faith in me'.

Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 23 - An untrustworthy man, though feeble,
can not be slain even by very mighty enemies; on the
other hand, even powerful persons, if taken into
confidence, are killed instantly even by weak
enemies.

Having heard these words of Hiranyaka, a
silenced Laghupatanaka too, thought - ‘oh!
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Stupendous is his skill in the science/system of
polity. And, this is the reason behind my partiality
towards (insistence on) friendship with him. The
crow persuaded the mouse —'o Hiranyaka!

Shloka 24 - The friendship of the nobles occurs
merely by walking seven steps together, thus say the
wise men (or it happens merely by exchanging seven
words); so, you have, by now, become my friend,
s0, listen to my words.

Well! If still you do not trust me, then, you,
though positioned at the protected fort, must
participate regularly in a dialogue with me, discuss
the merits and demerits, and, hold talks on wise
conversations and discussions on stories or pithy
sayings.'

On hearing the words of the crow, Hiranyaka
too, thought - 'Laghupatanaka appears highly
eloquent (skilled in speech) and veracious as well
as, so, it would be proper to make friend with this
crow.' And expressly said - 'o crow! (be it so) but,
never set even your feet inside my hole-fort (i.e.
never enter into my hole).
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Hearing this, the crow committed - 'o gentle
mouse! all right. Thenceforth, both stayed there,
experiencing the pleasure of (mutual) discussions
over good sayings. Both of them passed their time
obliging each-other. For example - Laghupatanaka
brought pieces of flesh, sacred residue of sacrificial
oblations and choicer cooked grains or special
sweet dainties with affectionate love as towards
one's offspring.

Hiranyaka too, (in return), having brought rice
(husked) and other special eatables (from here and
there) in the evening for Laghupatanaka, used to
offer it to him, as soon as he approached in the

morning. Or, such a dealing was befitting for the
both.

It has been observed also :

Shloka 25 - the features of affection are sixfold - (a
friend) gives and receives, tells his secrets and
inquires about the secrets of the friend, takes a meal
and entertains a friend to meal.

Shloka 26 - Having entered into an uninterrupted
friendship, profound and impregnable like
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inseparable nails and flesh, both the mouse and the
crow, in spite of their natural enmity, became fast
friends out of self-interestedness.

And so, the mouse, delighted at crow's favours,
became so much convinced that having entered the
crow's feathers, would always held discussions
with him.

One day, the crow with tearful eyes, reached the
mouse and said with choked throat - 'o noble
Hiranyaka! (for some days) an aversion or sense of
detachment towards this region has prevailed upon
me, so, I shall (intend to) move to some other
destination.'

Hiranyaka asked - 'o gentle soul! What 1s the
reason for your aversion? The crow replied - 'o
gentle mouse! listen - 'an awful famine has struck
this region owing to formidable drought. People
around are afflicted by hunger, so, nobody gives
sacrificial oblations (remains) to crows even.
Secondly, to trap the birds, the hungry residents of
this region, have laid traps in their houses [the traps,
to entrap the birds, have been laid in each house by
the people, oppressed by hunger]'.
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As the days of my life have not exhausted/I am
yet to live, so, I did not fall in the trap (i.e. escaped
somehow). This is the reason I am leaving for an
alien destination, and so, I am shedding tears.'

Hiranyaka asked further - 'where do you intend
to go?'

The crow replied - 'in the southern country, there
exists a very large pond amidst a dense forest. There
lives friend of mine, named mantharaka, a turtle,
dearer even than you. He shall be providing me with
the small pieces of flesh.'

Feeding on that and experiencing the pleasure of
discussions over good sayings, I shall pass my time
happily. I do not wish to see the destruction of birds,
due to being entrapped in the net.

It has been stated also :

Shloka 27 - 'O brother! Blessed are they, who, do
not witness the disintegration of their nation and
destruction of their families when their nation is
afflicted by famine (hit by drought), and, the crops
are devastated completely.'
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Shloka 28 - Scholarship and sovereignty or
kinghood (i.e. learned persons and kings) are never
equal, for, a king is adored in his own territory
(country) only, whereas, a scholar is honoured
everywhere.

Hiranyaka proposed - 'if it is so (if you are intent
on going to some other destination), then, I too,
shall accompany you as I also am not happy here.'

The crow asked - 'in what way are you unhappy
here? Tell me (in details).'

Hiranyaka said - 'o! there is much to tell in this
matter, so, I shall tell you the whole account at
length after reaching the alien land.' The crow said —
'l am a creature, moving in the sky (sky-faring), so,
tell me how will you accompany me (as you can
move only on the ground)?'

The mouse suggested the measure - 'if you want
to save my life, take me there having placed me on
your back, else, I can not reach there (i.e. it won't be
possible for me to accompany you.)'

Hearing this proposal, the delighted crow, said —
if it is so and you intend to go there by sitting
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(riding) on my back, then I am really a blessed soul,
because, I shall happily pass my time there with you.
I am aware of the eight specific modes of flying
including sampata etc. So, ascend my back, so that, I
may carry you to that pond gently.'

Hiranyaka inquired - 'I want to hear the names of
those eight modes of flying in the sky.'

The crow enumerated :

Shloka 29 - Sampata - easy or even flight, Vipata -
an instant sortie, Mahapata - great flight, Nipatana -
downward flight, Vakra - crooked flight, Tiryak -
flying in a slantwise way, Urdhva - upward flight
and Laghu - a short and quick flight.

Hearing the names, the mouse instantly mounted
he back of the crow. And, the crow too, flew slowly
in the even mode, with the mouse on its back, and,
reached that pond systematically.

Then, Mantharaka, a knower of the time and
space, saw Laghupatanaka, ridden by a mouse, even
from a far distance (afar), and, 'it 1s an uncommon
crow' - having ascertained so, instantly entered into
the water (slipped inside the pond).
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Laghupatanaka too, leaving the mouse in a hole
of a tree, standing at the bank of that pond, ascended
the branch of that tree and called in a loud voice :

'O Mantharaka : come out! Come out! I am your
friend Laghupatanaka, the crow, desirous of seeing
you for over a long period, and so, have approached
here. So, coming out, embrace me.

As has been observed also :

Shloka 30 - What is to be done with the sandal
paste, mixed with camphor, the ice and other
coolants like the root of Khasa grass etc.? All those
(even mixed together) can not vie with the sixteenth

part of (the refreshing effect produced by the touch
of) a friend's body.

Hearing this and having judged the voice with
great care, the turtle came out of the pond instantly;
and, Mantharaka (the turtle), with a thrilled body
and the eyes full of tears, due to ecstasy, said - 'come
friend! Come! Embrace me. Owing to a prolonged
gap, I could not recognize you properly, and so, had
entered into the water of the pond.'

As has been observed also :
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Shloka 31 - Whose valour, family (tradition or
background) and activities are not known, one
should not associate or make an alliance with such
a person. So has proclaimed Brihaspati.

On his saying so, Laghupatanaka, getting down
from the tree, embraced the turtle.

Or, rightly has it been observed :

Shloka 32 - What is the use of the streams of nectar
(in the form of water), proceeded from the washing
of the body? The (pleasure from) the embrace with
a friend, after a long time, is invaluable.

[i.e. the pleasure, that is generated from the
touch of a friends body, is more valuable than the
nectar. ]

Embracing each other, both the friends, having
thrilled bodies and sitting under the tree, related
their own state of affairs to each other. Hiranyaka
too, having saluted Mantharaka, sat near the crow.

Having noticed the mouse, Mantharaka asked
Laghupanataka - 'o! Who is this mouse? In spite of
being your food, how is he brought here by you,
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putting on the back? There must be some great
motive for it.'

Hearing this, Laghupatanaka replied - 'o! this
mouse, named Hiranyaka, is my bosom friend, and
as if my second life (i.e. dearer than life).

What to tell more :

Shloka 33, 34 - As the streams of cloud, stars in the
sky and the sand particles on the earth are numerous
(beyond calculation), so are beyond calculation the
merits of this noble (magnanimous) mouse. But,
presently, detached and disinterested owing to
certain reasons, he has approached you.

Mantharaka inquired :

'What is the reason for his spirit of detachment?'
The crow replied — T asked him there (at his
dwelling-place), but, he told that 'there is a lot to
relate and I shall tell only after reaching the pond',
and so, did not tell me even. (Turning towards the
mouse) so, o gentle Hiranyaka! Now tell before
both of us the reason for your sense of detachment.

The mouse related.
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Story 1
The story of Hiranyaka and Tamrachuda

In the southern region, there is a city, called
Mahilaropya. There existed an abbey or a temple of
lord Mahadeva, not very far from that city. An
ascetic (wandering religious mendicant), named
Tamrachuda, lived there. He lead his life by begging
from that city. The ascetic, after putting the remains
of the food, procured by beggings, in his begging-
bowl and having hung it on the peg, used to sleep. In
the morning, afterwards, he used to give that
remnant of the food to the servants and got the
works of sweeping, cleaning and tidying etc., in and
around the temple, done by them (i.e. made them
sweep, clean or sanitize the temple).

One day, my friends and relations requested me -
'o master! in this temple, cooked food, deposited in
the begging bowl, always stays hung up on the peg
due to the fear from mice. So, we are not able to eat
that food, but, no place is inaccessible for your
majesty. So, what is the advantage of roaming here
and there in vain? So, let us go the temple today and
have adequate food by your grace (It would be very
graceful of you if you accompany us to that place.)'
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On hearing the request (of the attendants and
family members), [ instantly approached the temple,
accompanied by the entire band of mice and having
jumped, I got into the bowl. After doling out
various dainty eatables among the servants, I used
to eat at my will afterwards. After their
gratification/contentment, I used to return to my
dwelling-place.

In this way, I would eat the grains (food) daily.
The ascetic, on the other hand, too tried his best to
preserve that food but, as soon as he slept, I, on
getting into the bowl, used to start my activities (of
distributing the food to the dependents and eating
myself at last.)

After the passage of some time, on a fateful day,
the ascetic made a peculiar and great effort (took to
a strange measure) to frighten me. He brought a
worn-out bamboo from somewhere. He, even while
sleeping, would beat that begging bowl out of fear
from me.

I, too, fearing an assault, fled without eating any
food, and, in this way I passed the whole night,
struggling with that ascetic.
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One day, some other ascetic, entitled
Bruhatsphik (having plump buttocks), in the course
of his pilgrimages, approached that abbey (temple)
as a guest.

On seeing him, Tamrachuda, having received
and honoured him after standing from his position,
respectfully treated the guest with appropriate
methods of hospitality. When the night descended,
both the ascetics, reclining on the mats of kusha
grass, indulged in religious discourse and
discussion.

During Bruhatsphika's discourses, Tamrachuda,
on the otherhand, having a distracted mind because
of the fear from mouse and due to beating the
begging bowl with the perforated bamboo, assented
to his statements only by saying Hum, Hum and said
nothing. Tamrachuda was so absorbed in the
thoughts, pertaining to the mouse, that he said
nothing but assented only.

So, the guest ascetic became highly enraged and
said to Tamracuda - 'o Tamrachuda! I came to know
that you are not my true friend, and so, you are not
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participating in the conversation with pleasure. So,
leaving your abbey, I shall move to some other
abbey right now enven in this night.

As has been observed also :

Shloka 35 - "You are welcome! Come! Come! take
this seat, how is it that you are seen after a long gap,
what is new (what information have you brought)?
You are looking so emaciated! is everything fine?
am greatly delighted to see you' — whosoever so
respectfully delight their friends — approached, the
house-holds of those are always worth-visiting
with a mind free from doubts.

Shloka 36 - Having seen somebody approached
(coming), if a house-holder looks here and there or
downwards, (in such a condition) whosoever visit
that household, are like bulls without horns
(stupid). [The guest smells the indifference in the
environment there and in the eyes of the host. ]

Shloka 37 - Wise men never visit that household
where the householder (the host), rising from his
seat, does not receive and honour the guest, neither
talks in sweet tone, nor converses about the merits



90

or demerits or inquires after the health and welfare
(such a household is never worth-visiting).

Even through the acquisition of a single abbey,
you are proud enough, and, have discarded the
friendly affection, but, do not you know that by
becoming an abbot/by resorting to this temple, you
have paved the way to the hell only?

As has been observed also :

Shloka 38 - If you wish for the hell, accept the
profession of a priest (priest-hood) for a year only;
and if, in haste, (what need of anything else), look
after any abbey or monstery merely for three days.

So, o fool! You are elated at a matter worth-
grieving. ( you are to be pitied). So abandoning your
abbey, I am going right now even in this dark night.

On hearing this (having been rebuked in this
way), Tamrachuda, utterly terrified in mind,
supplicated to the enraged ascetic — 'o lord! Do not
say like this. I do not have any bosom friend like
you. Please listen to the reason for my
disinterestedness in the conversation with you. "This
wicked mouse, mounts (gets into) the begging bowl
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by making a leap (having leapt up), inspite of the
bowl remaining hung up on a considerable height
and eats the food (remnant), begged and deposited
in the bowl. And, owing to the scarcity of food or
begged grains, the sweeping and cleaning works are
not properly executed in the abbey. So, to frighten
the mice (for keeping them away), I bang this
begging — bowl again and again. This is the only
cause of my indifference, want of affection or pride.
And secondly, notice this amazing thing that this
wicked mouse, through its leaping high (high
jump), has outstripped even the cats and black-
faced monkeys.'

Bruhatphik (the ascetic) inquired — 'do you
know where the hole of the mouse is located at?'
Tamrachuda replied — 'o lord! I do not know
properly.' The guest ascetic said — 'the hole must be
located upon some treasure, and, due to the heat of
that treasure (wealth), it certainly jumps higher.

Because it has been stated also :

Shloka 39 - Even the heat of wealth (warm of the
richness) adds to the sheen of the living beings, and,
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if, that wealth be accompanied with the acts like
appropriate enjoyment of it and its proper outlay in
the acts of charity, what to say then?

And also:

Shloka 40 - O mother! This woman, named
Shandilee (born in Shandilya clan), is not selling
(exchanging), all of a sudden, cleansed and pounded
sesame seeds for uncleansed seeds without reasons;
so, there must be some motive for it.

Tamrachuda inquired —how that happened?

The guest ascetic Bruhatsphika related :

Story 2

The story of Shandilee and sale of pounded
sesame seeds

Some time in the rainy season, in certain village
(at certain place), for the purpose of observing a
vow (lasting for four months - Chaturmasya), I
requested a Brahmana for an accommodation in his
house. The Brahmana, on that request, provided me
wih an accommodation and served me properly
while I stayed there with pleasure, engaged in the
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worship of the deities. One day, while I woke up in
the early morning, I attentively listened to the
conversation going on between the Br¢hma“a and
his wife.

The Brahmana told - 'o Brahmani (the lady of
Brahmana)!' the sun will move to the south of
equator, he winter solstice will begin tomorrow
morning which the provider of endless fruits for the
gifts offered. [solstice — either of the two times of
the year at which the sun is furthest north or south
of the equator. Winter solstice i.e. about 22nd
December in the northern hemisphere, summer
solstice 1.e. about 21st June in the northern
hemisphere]. So, I shall go to other village for
receiving gifts or presents offered (by the devotees).
And you, to please the Sun-god, entertain a
Br¢hma“ato ameal.'

On hearing the words of the Brahmana, the wife,
rebuking through harsh words, condemned him —
'how can one obtain food at your house since you
are poverty-stricken? Do not you feel ashamed
while instructing so? (Are you not ashamed while
telling so?) And also, I, fallen in your hands
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(married to you), never enjoyed any pleasure,
neither I relished sweets nor I ever got any ornament

for my hands, feet or neck.'

[Ever since you married me /I fell in your hands,
I never enjoyed any pleasure, did not relish dainty

meal or sweets, what to tell of ornaments?]

Hearing it (on getting the sharp rebuke and
reproof), the Brahmana, though frightened at heart,
(still mustering courage) said in a mild voice - 'o
Brahmana lady! You are not saying an appropriate
thing.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 41 - Why the half of even a morsel is not
offered (served) to supplicants? Who shall get, and
when, the riches according to his wishes?

Shloka 42 - A cloud, though giving water merely,
becomes a darling of all (of the entire world),
whereas, the sun, with his rays (kara) always

stretched out, is not even worthy of being seen.

[i.e. one who gives according to his capacity is
always loved and honoured by all, but a man,
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always spreading his hands before others, is not
desired to be seen even. |

Having understood this fact, a man, though
afflicted by poverty, should give a little out of little
to a deserving person at appropriate time (i.e. some
part of whatever he possesses, should be offered).

It has been stated also :

Shloka 43 - Whatever discreet man offers to a
deserving recipient with great devotion, at a proper
place and appropriate time (on the occasion of solar
or lunar eclipse etc.), that becomes eternal (that

never exhausts).
And further :

Shloka 44 - there should never be excess of greed,
nor should one renounce it totally; a crest appears
on the head of one, overpowered by excessive
desire.

The wife of the Brahmana asked - how is that
story?

The Brahmana related :
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Story 3

The story of a mountainer, a boar,
a serpent and a jackal

In some forest - region, there lived a Pulinda.
One day, he set out to the forest to increase his sins
(i.e. he incurred sins by killing innocent beasts).
While roaming in the forest, he saw a big boar,
resembling the peak of the mountain, made up of
collyrium. On noticing it, he, having drawn the
arrow to the end of the ear.

Then, he struck the boar with a sharp arrow. The
mountaineer too, having his belly rent asunder by
the enraged boar with the front part of the tooth,
resembling the crescent moon, died and fell down
on the ground. Then, having killed the fowler, that
boar too, died due to the pain caused by the stroke
of the arrow.

In the meantime, a jackal, afflicted due to the
want of food, wandering here and there (in search of
food) and whose death, as if, had neared (under the

shadow of death), reached there. While the jackal
saw both the boar and the mountaineer, he became
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highly delighted at heart and started thinking - 'oh!
Destiny is favourable to me; by means of that only,
this unexpected (unthought of) food has appeared
before me.

Or, rightly has this been observed :

Shloka 45 - Even without doing any effort, the
good or bad acts, performed by men in previous
births, yield fruits accordingly and as destined.

And also :

Shloka 46 - Whatever good or evil deeds are done
at a particular place, time and in whatever age, so
are their fruits enjoyed accordingly, when the time
approaches.

So, I shall eat this food in such a manner that it
may last for many days. So, I first eat this string of
sinews, attached to the ends of the bow.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 47 - Wise men should enjoy the wealth,
earned by themselves, little by little like a Rasayana
1.e. a mixture of medicinal components and should
not consume it in haste and at a stretch.
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Thinking so in his mind, having put the end of
the bow (coated with the sinews) in the mouth, the
jackal tended to eat (the chord). On the string being
broken (as soon as the bow-string broke), the end of

the bow, having pierced the palate, came out from
the mid of the head like the tuft of hair.

The jackal too, instantly died out of that pain.
'So, I tell you 3IfIgsom 7 acfedt... — 'one should not
indulge in the excess of greed'.

(Having related this story to the Brahmani (the
wife), he again said — 'o Brahmani! Have you not
heard? :

Shloka 48 - Age (the days of life), profession,
wealth, learning and the death — these five are
determined while a living being is inside the womb.

So, persuaded in this way by her husband, she
(the Brahmani) said - 'if it is so, then I have a small
quantity of sesame in my house. I shall, having
pounded those sesame seeds, entertain a Brahmana
through it." Hearing such words of his wife, the
Brahmana left for the another village.

She too, cleansing the sesame seeds in hot water
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and reducing it to powder (pulverizing it), exposed
it to the sun (for drying it). In the meantime, on her
being engaged in house-hold duties, a dog pissed on
that. On noticing it, she thought - 'oh! Look at the
skill of my misfortune (destiny adverse to me) that
even these sesame seeds have been rendered
uneatable. So, now, after approaching someone's
house-hold with these sesame seeds, I shall bring
unpounded seeds in lieu of he pulverized seeds. All
the house-holders shall readily exchange these
seeds with their unpounded seeds.'

[Then, gathering the seeds in a winnowing
basket, she moved from house to house saying -
'hey! take these pulverized sesame seeds in lieu of
unpounded and uncleansed seeds?']

Then, she, to exchange the sesame seeds, entered
the same house-hold, which I had approached for
begging, and said - 'take these pulverized sesame in
lieu of unpounded and uncleansed seeds.' Then,
while the delighted house-lady of that house-hold
became ready to exchange the unpounded sesame
seeds with the pounded seeds, her son, after
consulting the text on polity by Kamandaka,
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prohibited —'o mother! These sesame seeds are not
worth-exchanging. Do not exchange the unpounded
seeds with the pounded ones. There must be some
reason that she wants to exchange the pounded
seeds with the unpounded ones (i.e. I smell a rat in
it.)’

Hearing these words of her son, she rejected

those pounded seeds, So, I tell you - ATSHEHATIUS]

Having related this, that ascetic Bruatsphik
asked Tamrachuda - 'are you aware of the passage
through which the mouse comes in and goes out?'

Tamrachuda replied - 'o lord! I know it." As this
mouse never comes alone, but, roaming here and
there dauntlessly, always encircled by a group of
numerous mice, it approaches with all and departs
in my very presence.

Then the guest ascetic asked - 'do you have any
digging tool (spade etc.) with you?'

Tamrachuda replied — 'yes, it is. There is an axe
completely made up of iron.'

The guest ascetic said — 'well, then you have to
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be with me in the early morning tomorrow, so that,
both of us, before the ground is dirted by the
treadings of men's feet, may reach the hole,
following the foot-marks of these mice."

(The mouse Hiranyaka, having heard the
conversation going on, thought within his heart) -
'oh! Now I am sure to perish as his words appear as
having a certain meaning in them. As he has smelt
the treasure (i.e. as he has become aware of),
likewise, he will certainly become aware of our
hole too. It appears from his motive.'

It has been observed also :

Shloka 49 - Wise men assess the substance (mettle)
of a man (i.e. evaluate the merits and demerits) even
on seeing him but once, experts, weighing even
through the balance of bands, know the measure of
'Pala’ (the small unit of measurement weighing 4-5
tolas).

Then, frightened at my heart, I, along with the
family, leaving the usual path to the fort, tended to
go through another path to my hole. As I headed
forward with my kith and kin, a big tom-cat
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appeared from before. Noticing the group of mice
(before) he suddenly jumped amidst.

Then, those mice who escaped, noticing me
going through the wrong path and so, denouncing
me, entered that very fort (hole), staining the ground
with their blood.

Or, rightly has this been observed :

Shloka 50 - (Ensnared due to misfortune) A deer,
cutting off a snare, breaking the fabricated trap,
smashing the specially designed net forcibly and
going far off from a complex forest, covered with
mass of flames all around — fleeing with speed the
range of the arrow of fowlers, having leapt up, fell
into a well; what can efforts do when fate is
adverse?

(Hiranyaka said -) then, I alone, escaped to some
other destination. Others remaining, entered into
that very hole out of foolishness. In the meantime,
that wicked ascetic, having noticed the ground
stained with blood, reached the fort (hole) by that
very route and after that, started digging (the
ground) with the spade.
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While digging, the ascetic found that treasure
upon which I always dwelt and due to the heat of
which [ used to mount this place, though located at
a considerable height. Then that guest ascetic,
delighted at heart, told Tamrachuda - 'o lord! Now
sleep unapprehensively. Due to the heat of this
treasure, this mouse used to keep you awake for the
whole night.' Both the ascetics, taking that treasure
along, departed towards the abbey. (After their
departure) I, too, while approached that place (hole
fort), void of treasure, could not afford to see that
place which was unattractive and agitating. I started
pondering — 'what should I do? Where should I go?
How shall (can) I get mental peace?'

Thinking so, I passed that day with great
difficulty. When the sun set (after the sun-set) I,
agitated and spiritless, entered that abbey with my
retinue.

On hearing the words of my kinsmen (sound of
their foot-steps), Tamrachuda too, again started
beating the begging-bowl with the worn-out
bamboo. Then the guest ascetic said - 'o friend! why
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do not you sleep to-night free from fear? (why are
you not sleeping dauntlessly even to-night?)’

Tamrachuda replied — 'o lord! That wicked-
hearted mouse has approached again with kinsfolk,
so, out of fear from that mouse, I am beating the
begging bowl with this worn-out bamboo.'

Then the guest-ascetic said smilingly - 'o friend!
Do not be afraid. His spirit for jumping has faded
with the wealth. This is the case with all the
creatures (this condition applies to all the beings).

It has been stared also :

Shloka 51 - That a man always appears
enthusiastic; that a man considers others as totally
insignificant; that a man utters contumacious word-
this all is due to the strength (influence) originated
from wealth.

Then, I, having heard that and enraged (obsessed
with anger), leapt up towards the begging bowl with
all my strength but could not reach that and fell
down on the ground. Hearing that (thud), my enemy
—the guest ascetic laughingly, said to Tamrachuda -
'o! look at this wonder' and continued further :



105

Shloka 52 - (In this world) all are powerful due to
wealth, and, those affluent, are (deemed) learned.
Look at this mouse, who, devoid of wealth, has
become like its breed.

So, sleep without any doubt or fear in your heart.

The reason for his lofty jump has come in our
hands.

Or, rightly has this been stated :

Shloka 53 - Just as a snake without its fangs and an
elephant devoid of rut are merely the holders of
their names (i.e. are called 'snake' and 'elephant’
merely for the sake of name), so, in this world, a
man without wealth is merely the holder of the
name (i.e. his specialities move out with riches.)

On hearing such words of that guest ascetic, |
thought in my mind — [this enemy of mine has stated
rightly.]

As I do not have the strength for jumping even
to the height of a finger (distance covered by the
measure covered by the index finger), so, shame on
the life of an indigent person.

Because, it has been observed also :
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Shloka 54 - Of a man, devoid of riches, and so,
possessing little intelligence, all the actions getin a
muddle, (become disordered) like hilly rivulets dry
up in the summer season.

Having lamented (wailed) so, I, with a shattered
spirit, on watching that treasure (the bundle of
wealth) as being used by the ascetic as a pillow
under the cheek, returned in desperation to my own
hole, (fort) in the morning. Then, my attendants,
moving here and there in the morning, talked with
one another as follows - 'oh! Our lord is now
incapable of feedings us. On the contrary, there are
only afflictions and hardships, coming from cats
etc. for his followers attending upon him. So, what
is the advantage of serving him?

As has been stated also :

Shloka 55 - A master, from whom no advantages
are acquired, but, only afflictions (and hardships)
come in the way, is fit only to be forsaken from a
distance, especially, by the attendants (getting
livelihood from him).

Listening to their such words, while on the way,



107

I entered my fort (hole). While, owing to my penury,
none form amongst my attendants appeared before
me, I thought —'oh! Fie upon poverty.

While I was so contemplating, my attendants
became the servants of my enemies. Whenever they
found me lone (isolated), they jeered at me. Then,
slept falsely (reclined, as if, in deep sleep) in
solitariness, I again reflected - 'if, after reaching the
abode of (abbey) of that wicked ascetic while asleep
and having nibbled the treasure-box, serving as a
pillow under the cheek, bit by bit, I bring that wealth
back again to my fort (hole), then, owing to the
influence of that wealth, my supremacy shall
prevail as before.'

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 56 - A poor man, though reached the house-
hold of rich persons with a desire to give
something, is regarded as 'he is a beggar'
(suppliant); shame indeed on the penury of men!

So, while bringing that wealth back, if there
occurs even my death, that too, shall be desirable.

Because, it has been stated also :



108

Shloka 57 - On seeing the drift of one's wealth
(wealth being taken away), whoever saves his own
life (and fearing death lets the wealth go away),
even manes do not accept from him the libation of
water, offered through the cup of palms.

Having determined so and reached there in the
night, as soon as I made a hole in the casket of that
ascetic, overpowered by slumber, the wicked
ascetic woke up. Then struck, at the head with the
blow of worn-out bamboo-stick, I could survive
(escape) somehow and did not die owing to my days
of life remaining.

It has been stated also :

Shloka 58 - A man obtains whatever he is destined
to obtain, even god is not capable of violating that;
s0, I do not mourn, nor is there any amazement in
me, because, whatever belongs to me, can in no
case, be owned by others.

k ckok o sk ok



109

TevarFaTt |

¢,  dq gau q& A feaede)

2. Ig¥ HfadT T THETETHT a7
3.0 VT TES | GO e |

¥, Hedl ¥ Ja-rEedT a<id |

4. W THAfy 5 gesfe

€. T WH "1 Uaged fSgreteand |
o, @sfy urdfead Sargrem = weata
¢. Taftrer seartfa 7 afa:)

R. HGHAT: €4 Ud I |

90, GFAH HEIITIEAAFIEITY &0 |
9. YAISTY @A UTH FHNRaeH |

2. 7 wsfa @@ W agwA waeE|
¢3. aq Toraar wam w® A=)

gy. W caar dfonm we w8 WA
gy, @ Uiy it

g8, AAT WE fa: srfEd)

to. WA ggq Tedmafia shfaas|

9¢. TACHISATAT AT <@ fda: |

2. dHE@! Mfwde: @@ & |

R0, AL FIRGAIETE HISAUTH: ?



110

R¢. g ® fafy)

. IR AU Uy WgHAEaE 99
3. YN AT HAl He T |

Y. FY W W FAE: gfe: |

. Tufim fear
Scheme of Examination
1. Multiple choice questions 1 x10=10
2. Essay type questions (2 of 3) 2x 10 =20
3. Translation of Prose passage (1 of 2) Ix12=12
4. Reference to context (2 of 4) 2x 4= 8
5. Short notes (2 of 4) 2x2% =5
6. Grammar to be answered in Sanskrit only
a. Analysis and naming of the
Samasa (5 of 8) 1x 5= 5
b. Identification of Kridantas
and Avyayas (5 of 8) Ix 5=5
7. Translation of Sanskrit passage into
Kannada/English (5 of 8) 1x 5= 5
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