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Vigraha (War)

At the time of narrating the stories again, the
princes said - Venerable Sir, we are princes. We
have, therefore, a curiosity to hear about War.
Vishnusharma said - I will relate just what your
honours like. Do you hear about (the subject of)
War then, of which this is the first Shloka -

Shloka 1 - In the combat between the swans and
the peacocks, in which equal valour was displayed,
the swans were deceived, their confidence being
gained by the crows, having resided in the enemy's
house.

The princes asked - How was that?
Vishnusharma related as follows - There 1is, in
Karpuradweepa, a lake, known as Padmakeli. In it
dwelt a royal swan, Hiranyagarbha by name. He
was installed their king by all the aquatic birds
having assembled together. For,

Shloka 2 - If there be no king to guide the subjects
properly, they would sink (in misery) in this world,
like a boat without a helmsman in the sea.

Moreover,
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The king protects the subjects; they enrich the
king : protection is better than enrichment: for in
its absence, even what is, is not (i.e. no property is
secure).

One day that royal swan was sitting at ease on a
large lotus-couch surrounded by his retinue, when
a crane, Deerghamukha by name, coming from
some country, made his obeisance and sat down.
Deerghamukha, said the king, you have come from
a foreign country. Tell us the news. The crane
replied, sir, there is great news and I have hastened
here to communicate that. May Your Highness
listen. There is a mountain, Vindhya by name, in
Jambudweepa, where lives a peacock, Chitravarna,
by name, king of birds. While roaming in
Dagdhaaranya, I was observed by his attendant
birds and asked - Who are you and where have you
come from? Whereupon I replied - I am a follower
of his Imperial Majesty, the royal swan,
Hiranyagarbha, king of Karpuradweepa and have
come here out of curiosity to see foreign
countries.

On hearing this, the birds asked me — Which of
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the two countries and kings you think to be the
better? I replied — Why is the question necessary?
Great is the difference. Karpuradweepa is heaven
itself, while the royal swan is the second lord of
heaven. Condemned to this desolate place, what do
you do here? Come away; let us go to our country.
Then on hearing my words all flew into a passion.
For,

Shloka 4 - To feed serpents on milk is simply to
add to their poison : advice given to fools leads to
provocation and not to satisfaction.

Moreover,

Shloka S - A learned man only should be advised,
and never an illiterate one; for having offered
advice to monkeys, the birds had to go away being
deprived of their place of abode.

The king asked how it was. Deerghamukha thus
related -

Fable 1

There is a large Shalmali tree on the bank of the
Narmada, in the vicinity of a hill. There, in the
interiors of nests built by themselves lived certain
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birds in happiness even in the monsoons. Once in
the rainy season, the sky being overcast with
masses of clouds looking like so many dark veils,
there fell a heavy shower of rain in large streams.
Then the birds seeing some monkeys at the foot of
the tree, suffering from cold and shivering, said,
through mercy — Ho monkeys, hear -

Shloka 6 - We have built nests with straws
brought by means of nothing else but our bills;
why do you (then), who are endowed with hands
and feet, experience suffering?

Hearing this, the monkeys being enraged said to
themselves - Oh, the birds comfortably lodged in
the interior of their nests not exposed to the blast,
are reproaching us! Well, let the showers just
cease. Thereafter, when the downpour of rain had
stopped, the monkeys climbed up the tree, and
smashed all the nests, so that the eggs of the birds
fell down. Hence I say - A learned man only should
be advised &c. What did they do then? - asked the
king. The crane replied - Then the birds said, in
anger - Who made the royal swan king? Thereupon
I too being irritated asked them - By whom was
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your peacock made king? Hearing this they all
became ready to kill me, whereupon I also
displayed my valour. For,

Shloka 7 - On other occasions forbearance is an
ornament to men as modesty is to women; but on
the occasion of an insult a heroic action is an
ornament as boldness (absence of modesty) is to a
woman at the time of sexual enjoyment.

The king smiled and observed -
Shloka 8 - He, who having well considered his

own strength or weakness as well as that of his
enemies 1S not at all able to mark the difference, 1s
despised by the enemies.

Again,
Shloka 9 - A stupid ass, that daily fed upon corn in

a field for a long time, being covered with a tiger's
skin, suffered death for the fault of his voice.

The crane asked how it was. The king related —

Fable I1

There lived, in Hastinapura, a washerman,
Vilasa by name. His ass had become feeble on
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account of carrying burdens too heavy for him and
was almost at the point of death. Thereupon the
washerman, having wrapped him up in a tiger's
skin, let him loose in a corn-field near a forest.
Now the master of the field seeing him from a
distance used quickly to run away taking him for a
tiger. Then, one day, one of the men setting guard
over the corn having protected his body with a
dusky blanket and got a bow and arrow ready,
remained waiting in a corner with his body bent
down (in a bent posture). Seeing him from a
distance the donkey who had grown stout and
gained strength by eating corn at pleasure thought
him to be a female ass and setting up a loud bray
ran towards her. The corn-keeper knowing for
certain from his braying that he was an ass killed
him easily. Hence I say - A stupid ass, that daily fed
on corn &c. What next? Deerghamukha replied -
Then the birds said — Ah wvillain, vile crane,
treading on our ground, thou revilest our lord!
This cannot be borne now. With these words all of
them pecked at me with their bills and said
wrathfully - Look here, thou blockhead, that swan
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shy king, is extremely mild. He has no claim at all
to sovereignty.

For he who is all mildness 1s not able to save
even the thing on the palm of his hand. How can he
govern the earth then, or what is a kingdom to
him? You too are a frog in a well (an
inexperienced fellow) and hence you advise us to
seek his shelter. Listen -

Shloka 10 - A large tree, endowed with fruit and
shade, should be resorted to; if, through ill luck,
there be no fruit who can take off the shade?
Moreover,

Shloka 11 - A mean person should not be served;
shelter should be taken with a great man; (for)
even milk in the hands of a liquor-selling-woman
1s said to be (taken for) wine.

Shloka 12 - The extent (lit, multitude) of merits,
although great, shrinks into smallness when
coming in contact with one void of merits, by the
relation of the receiver and the received, like a
large elephant in a mirror.

Especially,
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Shloka 13 - When a king is very powerful, success
can be obtained even by using a fiction; the hares
lived happily by the fiction (fictiously representing
themselves as the servants) of the moon.

I asked how it was; and the birds related -

Fable II1

Once upon a time, as there was no rain even in
the rainy season, a herd of elephants, being
oppressed with thirst, said to their chief - Lord,
what means have we to save our lives? There is a
place here (only) for little creatures to bathe; but
for want of a bath we are as though blind; so
whither can we go? What can we do? Thereupon
the lord of the herd, going to a place not very far
off, showed them a pond full of clear water. Then,
as days passed on, the little hares that lived on its
bank were crushed by the treadings of the
elephants. Upon this a hare, Shilimukha by name,
thus deliberated. This herd of elephants, being
troubled by thirst, must be coming here every day
and thus our race is destroyed. Then a certain old
hare, Vijaya by name, said - Be not sorry. I will
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remedy this. He then set out, having undertaken to
achieve that. On his way he reflected. How shall I
stand before the herd of elephants and address
them - For,

Shloka 14 - An elephant kills though only
touching; a serpent when simply smelling; a king
though smiling; and a wicked man although
(outwardly) showing honour.

I shall, therefore, mount the top of the hill and
address the leader of herd. That being done, the
leader of the herd asked him - who are you and
where have you come from? He replied, I am a
hare sent to you by the divine Moon. Declare your
purpose, said the chief of the herd. Vijaya replied -

Shloka 15 - A messenger never speaks falsely even
though weapons be raised against him; for he
always declares the truth on account of the
immunity from being killed which he always
enjoys.

I, therefore, speak by his order. Listen. You did
not act properly inasmuch as you caused the hares,
the guardians of the Moonlake, to be dispersed.
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For these hares have long been my protegees.
Hence it 1s that I am called Shashanka (the hare-
emblemed). When the messenger had thus declared
himself, the head of the herd said thus in terror -
This was done in ignorance. I will not go there
again. The messenger said - If so, pay your homage
to the lord Moon, trembling with anger in the lake,
and having (thus) propitiated him, you may go.
Then at night the chief of the herd was taken to the
pond there shown the tremulous disk of the moon
(reflected) in the water and made to bow down.
The messenger said - Lord, he committed the fault
through ignorance; he should, therefore, be
forgiven. He will not do so a second time. With
these words he was sent away. Hence I say - When
the king is very powerful, success can be obtained
&c. Then I said - That royal swan, our master,
alone is mighty in valour and is exceedingly
powerful; Even the sovereignty of the three worlds
would become him, what of a kingdom then?
Thereupon the birds, saying - "Villain, what
business have you to tread on our ground?' took
me to king Chitravarna. Then having presented me
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before the king they said after bowing - Sir, please
note - this wicked crane, although travelling in our
country, speaks contemptuously of your Majesty's
feet. The king demanded who I was and where I
came from. They replied - He is an attendant of the
royal swan, Hiranyagarbha by name, and has come
here from Karpuradweepa. Thereafter, the minister,
a vulture, asked me - Who is the prime minister
there? I replied - A Chakravaka, named Sarvajna
(all-knowing), who is an adept in the principles of
all the Shastras (sciences). The vulture remarked —
This is proper. He is a native of the same country.

Shloka 16, 17 - A king should fittingly appoint, as
his minister, one who is born in the same country,
who 1is nobly bred (lit observes the family
practices, or who is nobly born and of virtuous
conduct; who is pure and of tried honesty, who is a
sound counsellor, who is not addicted to vices and
does not swerve from the right path, who has
mastered the law relating to disputes, who is
hereditary, reputed, learned and an expert in raising
revenue.

Just then a parrot observed - Please Your
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Highness, Karpuradweepa and other small
countries are included in Jambudweepa and
therefore the authority of Your Highness extends
over them also. To this the king replied that it was
so. For,

Shloka 18 - A king, a mad man, a child, a young
woman, and one elated with the pride of wealth,
desire what 1s unattainable; how much more so
then what can be certainly obtained?

To this I said - If by mere words one's
sovereignty can be established, our lord
Hiranyagarbha too has mastery over Jambudweepa.

The parrot said - How can this matter be
decided? I replied - by War. The king said smilingly
- Go and ask your king to be ready.

Then I said - You should send your ambassador
also. The king asked - Who will go as an
ambassador? For a person of this description
should be appointed an ambassador -

Shloka 19 - A messenger should be devoted to his
master, pure (or, honest), diligent, bold, unaddicted
to vices, forgiving, a Brahmana, one knowing the
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weak points (or, secrets) of the enemy and ready-
witted.

The vulture observed - Many are fit to be
ambassadors, no doubt; but a Brahmana alone
should be preferred. For,

Shloka 20 - He pleases his master and does not
aim at his wealth; the blackness of Kalakuta (a
kind of deadly poison) does not vanish even by its
contact with Isvara (Siva).

The king - Let the parrot go then. Parrot, you
yourself then go with him and declare our will.
The Parrot - As Your Majesty commands. But this
crane is a villain; I will not go with him. For, it is
said -

Shloka 21 - A wicked man commits an evil deed,
while its consequences are sure to be suffered by
the good. Ravana carried away Sita, while the great
ocean suffered confinement (had a bridge built
over it). Moreover,

Shloka 22 - One should not, in any case, live with
a wicked man; from their contact with a crow were



63

killed a goose who lived with him and a quail for
going on a journey with him.

The king asked how that was, whereupon the
parrot related -
Fable IV

There is a large fig-tree in a forest bordering on
the road leading to Ujjayini, upon which lived a
goose and a crow. One day in the sultry season, a
traveler, being fatigued, slept under the tree, having
placed a bow and arrow by his side. After a short
while the shadow of the tree moved away from his
face. Then, seeing that his face was covered with
the sun, a swan, that lived on the tree, through
mercy, spread his wings and shaded his face again.
Thereafter the traveller, happy in the enjoyment of
sound sleep, yawned. Now the crow, unable to
bear the happiness of others, through the
wickedness natural to his species, muted into his
mouth and flew away. Thereupon, as soon as the
traveller rose and looked up, he saw the goose
whom he killed with an arrow. Hence I say — One
should not live with a wicked man. I will also
relate the story of the quail.
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Fable V

Once upon a time all the birds went to the sea-
side, on a pilgrimage in honor of Garuda (the
divine Eagle). Among them a quail travelled with a
crow. Now the crow repeatedly ate of the curds in
a pot which a cowherd was carrying on his head.
Thereupon, as he placed his pot on the ground and
looked up, the cowherd saw the crow and the
quail. The crow being affrighted by him flew away,
while the quail being slow of flight was caught and
put to death. Hence I say - One should neither live
nor go with &c. I then observed - Brother parrot,
why do you talk so? I esteem you as much as I do
His Majesty. The parrot replied - Be it so; but -

Shloka 23 - Even sweet things accompanied with
smiles, said by the wicked, certainly cause fear, like
flowers appearing out of season.

As for your wickedness, that was known from
your very speech, since your words are the cause
of the fight between these two kings. See -

Shloka 24 - A fool is pleased by conciliatory
words, even though an offence be committed
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before his eyes; (as was) a wheel-wright (who)
took on his head his wife with her paramour. The
king asked how that was, upon which the parrot
related -

k sk ok sk ok
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II Semester BCA / BHM
Scheme of Examination
Max Marks : 100

1. Multiple choice questions 10x1=10
2. [Essay type questions ( 2 of 3) 2x10=20
3. Prose passage translation 1x12=12
4. Reference to context (2 of 4) 2x 4= 8
5. Short notes on any 2 (2 of 4) 2x2%=§
6. Resolving of samasa and

naming of Samasa (5 of 8) 1x §= 5

Identification of Kridanta

& Avyayas (5 of 8) 1x 5= 5

Translation of a passage

from Sanskrit to English 1x §= 5§

70 Marks

Internal Assessment 30 Marks



