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Kakolukeeyam

Third Tantra, entitled the Kakolukeeyam,
dwells on the enmity between the crows and the
owls. After exemplifying the 'the Loss of friends'
and 'the Acquisition of friends' before the nascent
kings in the previous Tantras, the author now
proceeds to explain before the princes, the secrets
of Shadgunya, i.e., the attributes of statecraft,
granting political asylum to a refugee from the
enemy's camp, and, above all, the destruction of
the owls by the crows. Heinous act of revenge has
been depicted by the author. The night-time
massacre of the sleeping crows is deed of such
repulsive proportion that it turns this section into a
text of hate and revenge. Its defence is that the only
way to defeat evil is with evil. There are a number
of lessons for the princes to be learned from this
section. One of the lessons is that sturdy action is
rewarded inestimably, and, for this, resolute action
with firm mind, is necessary. Equal stress is laid

upon the appropriate use of intelligence :
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"The enemies are not really destroyed by the
weapons as they are to be totally annihilated by the
talent or political insight. Weapons can destroy
only the body of the enemy, whereas, the political
insight destroys the family, wealth and the glory of
the enemies.'

The entire section is replete with such priceless
suggestions, and exhortations, that, if imbibed, can
do wonders. For a broader understanding and
fuller appreciation of its continuing relevance to
the contemporary political and social concerns, a
cursory glance through the framing story is
necessary. The Kakolukeeyam has as its framing
story the war between crows and owls.

The Third Tantra entitled Kakolukeeyam

Now begins the third Tantra, entitled the
Kakolukeeyam, whereof the first verse is as
follows:-
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Shloka 1 - One should not trust a person-earlier an
enemy (hostile) and presently turned a friend even.
Look! the cave, inhabited by the owls, was burnt by
the fire set by the crows.

[A foe-turned-friend should never be relied
upon, for, the crows - priorly the opponents and
now the friends - set the cave, filled with the owls,
on the fire.]

It is thus heard (the ancients so relate the
story) :

"There existed a city, called Mahilaropya, in the
southern region. A very large banyan tree, having
many branches and covered by excessively thick
(foliage) leaves, did exist in the vicinity of that
city. On that tree, the king of crows, named
Meghavarna, dwelled with several families of
crow (thousands of crows). Having fortified the
tree, (the king) passed his days there with his
retinue.

Likewise, another one, the king of owls,
entitled Arimardana, resided in a cave of that
mountain, serving as a fort with numerous owl-
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families (retinue). That king of the owls, in the
night, used to hover around that banyan tree and
due to previous hostility, would kill whichever
crow he found and go from there. And, owing to
regular (whatsoever) attacks, that fort-like banyan
tree was gradually (little by little) rendered devoid
of crows from all sides, or, it happens so if an
enemy is over-looked.

As has been observed also :

Shloka 2 - A lazy person, who overlooks his
enemy and diseases, growing freely (gaining
strength) - is destroyed at the end, bit by bit, by that
enemy or the disease.

And also :

Shloka 3 - A man, though very mighty, if, does not
quieten/pacify an enemy or a disease with
emergence (as it is manifested), is destroyed
afterwards.

Next day, the king of the crows, having called
all his ministers, told them - 'oh! our enemy is
highly furious, enterprising and a knower of the
proper time to act. Every night, coming to this
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place, he kills the crows of our side. So, what
should be the retaliatory act? (The enemy attacks
in the night and) we are not able to see in the night.
(We may attack in the day-light but) we are not
aware of the enemy's fort (residence), so that, we
may reach there and attack. So, what measure from
amongst the six - (attributes of statecraft), viz.
treaty, war, expedition, taking cover/ besieging,
refuge and duplicity — should be adopted in this
regard? So, having deliberated mutually upon this

problem, tell me instantly.'

The ministers consented - 'your majesty has put

the question right before us.
Because, it has been observed :

Shloka 4 - A minister, even though unasked,
should say something. If asked (consulted by the
king), he should suggest what is true and
beneficial, whether it be pleasant or unpleasant to
the king.

Shloka S - A minister, who, even on being asked,

does not tell the king what is eventually
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pleasurable and beneficial and flatters the king
only, has been said to be only an enemy of the king.

Shloka 6 - So, o king! You should hold
consultations in seclusion only, so that, we, the
ministers, may decide (the further course of
actions) and ascertain also the cause (of the attack)
as well as retaliatory preparations.

On hearing the suggestion of the ministers,
Meghavarna started consultations with each of the
five traditional ministers, descended from lineal
inheritance, one by one and in seclusion. The five
ministers were - Ujjeeva, Sanjeeva, Anujeeva,
Prajeeva and Chiranjeeva.

First of all, he asked Ujjeeva - 'o gentle soul!
Under such circumstances, what, according to you,
should be the future course of action? Ujjeeva
replied - 'o king! one should never fight with a
mighty enemy. And, our enemy is very strong as he
attacks in the night only, on the other hand, we are
not capable of seeing in the night. So, on the
strength of time, our enemy is stronger.

Because, it has been observed also :
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Shloka 7 - The riches of those kings, who
prostrate before the mighty enemy and attack at
opportune moments, never go away just as rivers
do not flow in the opposite direction.

Shloka 8 - One should (a king) never indulge in a
fight with an enemy who is righteous/religious,
noble, equipped with riches, possessed of a
multitude of relatives and victorious in many
battles, rather, one should go for a treaty with such
an opponent.

Shloka 9 - One should make an alliance even with
a wicked enemy, if finds his life as endangered for,
if, life remains intact, the entire kingdom remains
intact. (kingdom rests upon the life of a king.) As
this king of owls (Arimardana) has been a winner
of many battles, so, is especially fit to be made an
alliance with.

As has been observed also ;

Shloka 10 - With whom a valourous victor makes
an alliance, the enemies of that fellow instantly
come under his away due to the influence of that
victory.
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Shloka 11 - Even with persons, equal in strength,
one should make an alliance only, as victory in a
battle is a always doubtful and one should never
perform an uncertain task- this is the dictate of
Brihaspati.

Shloka 12 - For men, fighting even with (an
opponent) equal in strength, the victory remains
doubtful. One should resort to battle only when
the previous three measures, viz. Sama, Dana and
Danda have been tried or have failed.

Shloka 13 - Not making an alliance even with an
equal in strength, if a man, blinded by power,
indulges in fighting, it leads both of them to
destruction just an unbaked earthen pot, when
struck by another, gets broken with the later.

[Out of vainglory / blinded by pride, if one does
not make alliance with the enemy, though equal in
strength, then he is struck heavily by his enemy and
it leads to the destruction of both just as an
unbaked earthen pot, if, is struck by the another, is
broken badly and both get destroyed. ]

Shloka 14 - The clash of a feeble man with a
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mighty opponent is only for the death of the
former because, the mighty man can not let him go
understroyed just as a stone does to a earthen pot.
(In a clash of a stone and a pot, the later is certain
to get destroyed.)

And further :

Shloka 15 -The three fruits of fight are — the
acquisition of (kingdom) land, attainment of
friends and wealth. If none of these is to be
accomplished through a fight, one should not go
for it.

Shloka 16 - A lion, digging the hold of a mouse,
filled with the pieces of stones, either is left with
the broken nails or gets the fruits — in the form of
small rat (nothing more than).

Shloka 17 - So, where there is not in sight any
hefty result (big achievement) from a fight be only
for the sake of fight there, one should not, having
generated it, indulge 1n it.

Shloka 18 - When attacked by a mighty opponent,
(a king) one should recourse to a tendency of
bending (vaitasee vrutti - bending tendency like



77

that of the cane). And, if, desirous of the steadiness
of royal majesty, he should never recourse to the

tendency of hissing or showing eagerness for fight
like in a snake.

Shloka 19 - Because, through resorting to a
bending tendency (submissive bent of mind), a
king obtains plentiful wealth, and, on the other
hand, a king, having resorted to the tendency of a
snake, deserves the death only.

Shloka 20 - A wise king should, having recourse
to (assumed) the contraction of body limbs as a
tortoise, endure the strokes of his enemy, and, on
finding an opportune moment, should rise (attack
on the enemy) like a black cobra.

[i.e. 1n unfavourable conditions, one should
behave like a tortoise and bear the strokes and
while the condition is conducive, should respond
and retaliate. ]

Shloka 21 - A king should (if confronted with a
fight), regarding a battle as approached
(impending), try to pacify it through the measures
like peace-talks (Saman). Owing to the
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(uncertainty) of victory in a battle, one should
abandon rashness and avoid fight as far as possible.

And also :

Shloka 22 - There is no instance available
regarding the dictum 'one should fight with a
mighty enemy'. Look! the cloud never goes before
the wind.

(i.e. likewise, a man should never go before a
mighty enemy, rather try to make an alliance, if
possible.)

Thus, Ujjeeva, endorsed the policy of Saman,
involving a treaty or peace-talk. Hearing this, the
king asked Sanjeeva, the second minister in order -
'o gentle soul! I want to know your opinion also in
this regard'. He replied — 'your majesty! I do not
approve of a treaty with an enemy'.

As has been stated also :

Shloka 23 - One should not make an alliance with
an enemy, even though firmly synthesized by a
treaty, for, water, though extremely boiled, only
extinguishes the fire.



79

(i.e. water, as hot as the fire itself, while in
contact with the fire, extinguishes it, likewise, an
enemy, though made a fast friend, harms only.)

And further, that king of owls - Arimardana is
cruel, highly covetous and devoid of virtues. So,
you, particularly, should make no alliance with
him.

Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 24 - One should, in no case, make an
alliance with an enemy, who is devoid of truth and
righteousness, as, he will, even though firmly
allied, shortly change due to his wickedness.

So, you should only fight with him-this is my
opinion.

As has been stated also :
Shloka 25 - An enemy who is cruel, covetous,

lazy, liar, negligent, timid, flickering, imbecile and
an escapist (who avoid fight) - is easily eradicable.

In addition to this, we have been defeated by
Ripudamana, so, in such a situation, if we put a
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proposal of treaty before him, he will get highly
exasperated.

Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 26 - the employment of peaceful method
(Saman) in the case of an enemy, tamable only
through the fourth measure i.e. war, is only for
much exasperation. Who will be that wise fellow
to sprinkle water in the case of an immature fever,
curable only through perspiration.

(Fever, while rising up, is treated through hot
remedies like drinking hot water of perspiration. If
cold water is used to down the fever, it may go up
even higher. Likewise, an enemy is to be
suppressed through battle only.)

Shloka 27 - On the contrary, negotiation for peace
in the case of already an angry enemy, is, only
exasperating. Splashes of water over hot butter
(ghee) only agitate it. (Contrarily, peace-talks with
already angry enemy, aggravates the anger of the
enemy only.)

And, as Ujjeeva has put that 'a compliance
should be made with a highly mighty enemy' - I do
not see any reason for this.
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Because, it has been enunciated :

Shloka 28 - A vigorous (energetic) and powerful
being, though small (in size), can kill even a
gigantic enemy, just as even a small lion, having
defeated a giant elephant, brings him under his
sway.

Shloka 29 - The enemies, not to be killed by force,
should be killed by (using) deceit. Look! the
mighty Keechaka was killed by Bheemasena,
assuming the form of a lady.

And also :

Shloka 30 - the adversaries (of a king) succumb to
that king whose punishment is very severe. On the
contrary, the enemies regard a soft-hearted king as
insignificant as straw.

Shloka 31 - A king, whose glory is suppressed (i.e.
loses brilliance) by the valour of another vigorous
king, his birth is of no advantage as he only has
spoilt the youth of his mother (put his mother to
shame).

Shloka 32 - The regal prosperity (supposed to be a
woman), if, is not with its limbs smeared with the
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blood of the enemy as saffron/rouge, can not
attract or please the minds of the nobles in spite of
its being extremely charming.

[i.e. a woman, even though very beautiful, if
not properly embellished by cosmetics like rouge
etc., can not entice the high-minded person.
Likewise, royal prosperity, if not obtained through
battles, involving the massacre of the enemies, can
not delight a noble-minded king.]

Shloka 33 - What commendation is there in the
life of that king whose kingdom (land) is not
sprinkled over by the blood of enemies and by the
tears of the women of the opponents?

Thus, Sanjeeva offered the counsel for fight.

After listening to the suggestion of Sanjeeva,
Meghavarna asked his third minister Anujeeva - 'o
gentle being! Now express your opinion too in this
regard.’

He replied - 'your majesty! That wicked
Arimardana is excessive mighty and a violator of
defined limits, so, in his case, neither treaty nor
fight is advisable. Only (safe) escape is the right
option.
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Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 34 - Both - sandhi and vigraha (peace and
war) — are not preferable; yana - escape is
recommended only, when the opponent is more
strong, wicked and a violator of defined limits. (A
king should neither make an alliance nor fight with
an enemy highly, wicked and a transgressor of
bounds; only a safe escape is recommended for
him.)

Shloka 35 - Yana is of two types; the first is
fleeing for the protection of the self to other
destination out of fear and the second is marching
for victory by a king, desirous of victory.

Shloka 36 - Expedition in to the kingdom
(territory) of an adversary by a mighty king,
desirous of victory, is recommended (preferably
appropriate) in the months of Kartika or Chaitra,
and not in any other month.

[These two months have been recommended in
other texts also like Raghuvamsha etc. whereas
Manusmriti has recommended the month of
Margashira and Phalguna also.] See also
Raghuvamsha-iv canto / Manusmriti - 7th chapter.
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Shloka 37 - All times (seasons or months) have
been recommended as suitable for guerilla
warfare. (Attack on an enemy after hiding and
waiting is said to be fit at any time when the enemy
is afflicted by the calamities or has weak points,
then, all times are suitable for armed incursion into
the territory of that enemy. (Manu-vii)

Shloka 38 - Having fortified one's own nation my
dint of his soldiers-valourous, well-trusted and
possessed of great strength, a king should invade
the alien territory, already permeated by his spies.

Shloka 39 - A king, who attacked the country of an
enemy without knowing the proper roads and
(uninterrupted) supply of food, water etc., is not
supposed to even come back to his native land.

[i.e. a king who wishes to invade (into) the
territory of an enemy, must be aware of the ways
or routes and also ensure the sufficient supply of
provisions including food and water. Without
having a proper knowledge of these, he is sure to
perish there. ]

So, it would be proper for you to flee (from)
your country (at this moment).
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And also :

Shloka 40 - Waging a war or entering into a treaty
— both are not advisable in the case of that wicked
and powerful enemy. Because, wise persons
escape. Eyeing at the accomplishment of an object
(i.e. leave the place with the fulfillment of some
object in mind).

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 41 - The reason for a ram's retreat (while
indulged in fight) is to strike back with greater
force, likewise, when a lion contracts his body, he
readies himself for making a leap on the prey, out
of rage; similarly, wise men endure anything
disregarding it (tolerate all types of blows from an
enemy), with irrepressible hostility in heart and
keeping their deliberations and movements secret.

(wise men wait for the right moment to attack
heavily their enemies with animosity concealed in
their heart and with some design in mind, they put
up with all strokes of their enemies only to strike
back vigorously)

And also :
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Shloka 42 - A king, who, on seeing a powerful
opponent, leaves his country, gets his country

(kingdom) back, if alive, like Yudhishtira did (after
exile).

Shloka 43 - And, a weak king, who, owing to
pride or vainglory, fights against a strong enemy,
he, apart from performing according to the desires
of his enemy, also leads his family to destruction.

So, o king! (Meghavarna) your enemy is very
powerful and has already started attacks on you.
So, this is an opposite time for you to make a safe
escape and not the right moment for making an
alliance or waging a war.'

Thus, the minister, Anujeeva suggested the king
to escape.

Having listened to the suggestions of Anujeeva,
Meghavarna asked Prajeeva - 'you too, express
your opinion regarding this subject.’

Prajeeva replied - 'your majesty! sandhi, vigraha
and yana (a treaty, a fight and an escape) — these
three do not appeal to me. (At this perilous
moment) sitting safety (in the fort) appears
particularly advisable to me.
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Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 44 - Having got (been stationed) in its
habitat, a crocodile pulls even a gigantic elephant,
but, while dislodged from own (dwelling) place a
(a pond or river) or, on the ground, is defeated
(routed/driven away) even by a dog.

And further :

Shloka 45 - A king, if attacked by a powerful
enemy, should sit inside his well-guarded fort,
quietly and attentively; and positioned in his fort,
should, for a safe escape, call a friend (so that he
may be rescued from there to a safer destination).

Shloka 46 - And, a king, who, having heard of the
arrival of an enemy and so, with a fear-stricken
mind, flees (from) his fort, can never enter into it
(can not rule over that kingdom).

Shloka 47 - A king, devoid of his place/dislodged
from his fort, is to be overpowered by all beings
like that of a snake without fangs, and an elephant
without rut.

Shloka 48 - A king or a warrior, although alone, if
positioned in his own fort, is capable of fighting
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even hundreds of the opponents. So, in spite of the
enemy being very powerful, one should not leave
his place (out of fear).

Shloka 49, 50 - So, even determined to fight, sit
inside your fort-having rendered it strong; having
equipped it with brave warriors and uninterrupted
supply of provisions; having surrounded it with
high walls (ramparts) and a ditch and having made
proper arrangements of arms and ammunitions. If
remain alive or get a victory, you will rule over the
entire earth, and, on the other hand, if you are even
killed in the battle, shall obtain the heaven (i.e.
your bread shall be buttered on both sides).

And also :

Shloka 51 - Men, though weak or insignificant, if,
resorted to the same place unitedly, are not to be
destroyed even by powerful enemies. The creepers,
enjoying the support of the same tree, are not to be
uprooted even by a violent gale, though blowing in
opposite direction.

Shloka 52 - A strong tree, standing alone, even
though gigantic and firmly rooted, is forcibly
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uprooted by a strong storm [A lone soldier can not
win a war. |

Shloka 53 - Trees, many in number, if grow side
by side / in a line forming a circle at one place and
are firmly rooted, are not to be uprooted even by
strong winds.

Shloka 54 - Likewise, a lone person, although
equipped with valour, is considered by his rivals as
easily controllable (capable of being crushed), and
finally, the enemies kill him.

Thus suggested the minister - Prajeeva. He
elucidated asana i.e. maintaining one's ground as
the right measure.

After listening to the words of Prajeeva,
Meghavarna asked his fifth minister Chiranjeeva -
'o gentle soul! You too express your opinion
regarding this matter'. He replied - 'your majesty!
among the six measures (shadgunya) - resorting to
a mighty friend, appeals me most. So, you should
employ this measure only. [I regard Samshraya as
the most appropriate measure. |

As has been observed also :
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Shloka 55 - A king or a man, though competent, if
is unassisted, can do nothing. What can even a
competent and valorous king do, if he is all alone?
Look! fire, kindled in a place with no air (to
assist), 1s extinguished of itself.

Shloka 56 - Association or friendly relationship,
particularly with one's own people, is beneficial
for men. Look! paddy-grain, when husked
(disunited with cover), can not grow. [The power
to germinate in paddy-grains lies with it husk, its
own part and parcel. ]

So, you should, staying here only, resort to
some capable supporter, who may shield you from
afflictions. And, on the other hand, if you,
abandoning this place of yours, move to some
other destination, nobody shall assist you even
through words.

Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 57 - Even winds turn an aid to the fire,
burning the forest, but, the same wind extinguishes
the lamp. Whose cordiality is for the weak?
(People in this world help only those who are
already capable.)
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Or, it is not exclusively any rule that one should
resort to a powerful assistant (i.e. sheltering a
strong aide is not necessary all the time). Instead,
sheltering small or insignificant beings is also for
the protection on many occasions.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 58 - As a bamboo, grown in a dense clump
with several bamboos, is not to be uprooted or cut
easily, likewise, a king, though weak, if, is
surrounded by many small feudals or knights and
lives in harmony with the community of kings, is
not to be dethroned or degraded easily.

And, if, one gets a good (sustained) recourse,
what to say then?

It has been stated also :

Shloka 59 - For whom, an association with great
people is not a promoter (i.e. whom does the
company of great men not elevate)? The water-
drop, lying on the leaf of lotus, assumes the grace
of the pearl.

So, without securing such a recourse, you can
not take any revenge (i.e. in the absence of a
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support of an aide, you are upto nothing). So, in
my opinion, you should recourse to some
powerful friend or friends. Thus, Chiranjeeva
suggested 'recourse to a strong friend' as an
appropriate measure.

Having been stated so, that king Meghavarna,
after saluting, asked his father's old secretary
named Sthirajeeva (who had long been in his
father's service), who was far-sighted and an expert
in the science of politics along the scriptures - 'o
respectable minister sir! that I asked these ministers
notwithstanding your presence here, was only for
testing of them. And, it was done also for the
reason that after hearing the opinions of all, you
will instruct me to do what is suitable. So, instruct
me whatever is suitable to do (i.e. instruct me the
proper course of action.)

Sthirajeevi replied - 'o son! All these ministers
have suggested (the respective measures) in
accordance with the science of polity; the measures
suggested by the ministers are appropriate and are
to be proven fruitful, if employed at the opportune
moments. But, this is the time of double-dealing/
deceit/duplicity.
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Because, it has been observed also :

Shloka 60 - When an opponent is vicious and
powerful, a king should, having resorted to the
measure of duplicity (Dvaidheebhava), always
remain distrustful while, talking of peace
exteriorly and preparing for war internally.

[One should always remain alert, specially
when the enemy is strong the wicked. i.e. should
appear as a friend apparently but at the same time,
should take him under task when situation is
favourable.]

Thus, an enemy is easily subverted after taking
him in confidence by those, luring in different
ways and being distrustful themselves.

As has been stated also :

Shloka 61 - An enemy, though worth-extirpating,
is promoted for once by the wise kings, as phlegm
is aggravated through Gura-molasses in the
beginning and, afterwards is easily expectorated
while in an enraged stage. [An enemy, allowed to
grow initially, is easily destroyed all of a sudden]

As has been stated also :
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Shloka 62 - Whosoever deals with women,
enemies, deceitful friends and, specially the
prostitutes with the sameness of feeling
(consentience), is destroyed.

Shloka 63 - One should perform, with the
sameness of feeling, the duties towards the deities,
twice-borns, the preceptor and the self. The rest of
the duties (pertaining to others) should be
performed, but with duplicity.

(i.e. one should perform the tasks of others
with a distrust and should never accept anything
credulously and while executing it, should also
apparently appear as having full trust.)

Shloka 64 - Constancy always (sameness of
feeling towards all the beings) befits only the
ascetics or those having known the ultimate reality.
It 1s not recommended for the common men,
coveting (for) the riches, and particularly for the
kings.

So, resorted to the measure of duplicity
(dvaidheebhava), you will secure habitation at
your own place and (also), through luring the
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enemy, you will be able to extirpate the enemy.
And secondly, if you notice some defect in the
enemy, you will kill him on reaching (him) or
having found an opportune moment'.

Meghavarna said - 'o respectable Sthirajeevi! I
am not aware of his residence. So, how shall I
come to know of his defects?'

Sthirajeevi assured - 'o son! I shall manifest
before you not only his whereabouts (residence)
but also let you know his defects or weak points
through my spies.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 65 - Cows locate the things by (their)
smell, the Brahmanas see through the vedas and
scriptures, the kings see by means of their
emissaries and the rest of the people see through
their eyes.

[Animals like cows, dogs etc. ascertain through
their olfactory organ whether any article is worth-
eating or not; scholars decide on the basis of
scriptural instructions, kings remain updated by the
information their emissaries bring and common
people see things through the eyes. |
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In this regard, it has been stated further (in the
scriptures) :

Shloka 66 - The king, who remains apprised of the
faults or weak points of the royal officials of his
side and particularly, of those of his enemies,
through his apt spies, never incurs afflictions or is
faced with difficulties.

'

Meghavarna inquired - 'o respectable
Sthirajeevi! What are Teerthas? how many are they
in number? What are the emissaries like? Tell me
everything in details.’

Sthirajeevi elucidated - 'lord Narada has
instructed Yudhishthira in this regard. Teerthas in
enemy's side are eighteen whereas in one's own
side, they are fifteen in number. Having appointed
three spies for the each, one should know the
activities of those Theerthas. Once they are known,
the officials on both sides come under control.

Narada had propounded this to Yudhishthira as
follows :

Shloka 67 - O king Yudhishthira! do you keep
track (trace) of the eighteen Teerthas of your
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enemy's side and fifteen Teerthas of your own
sides, through the three of the spies each,
appointed by you, who are well-trusted and not
known to each other even?

Here, by the term Tirtha is stated-the authorised
state officials - (aayuktakarma i.e. officers entrust-
ed with royal duties). Their mean acts lead only to
the damage of their master, whereas their good acts
bring in the prosperity and applauds to their king.
(When all the state departments and functionaries
work well in harmony and with honesty, the state
prospers.)

The eighteen royal functionaries, belonging to
the enemy's side, are :

1. Mantri - the minisers, 2. Purohita - the royal
priest, 3. Senapti - the commander / the general, 4.
Yuvaraja - the prince, 5. Dauwarika - the door-
keeper, 6. Antahpuraveshika - the chief guard in the
thalamus (harem), 7. Prashastru - administrator,
magistrate or a commissioner, 8. Samaharta - the
collector of taxes, 9. Sannidhatru - the treasurer, a
usher who shows people where to sit, an
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introducer, 10. Pradeshtaraha - one who 1is
authorised to receive and distribute cash or kind
while superintending the royal treasury/repository,
11. Ashvasadhanadhyakshaha - the chief of the
cavalry, the army-chief, 12. Gajadhyakshaha -
officer who  supervise elephants, 13.
Parshadadhyakshaha - the chairman of the
municipality (royal council), 14. Baladhyakshaha -
the chief of the infantry, 15. Koshadhyakshaha -
the royal treasurer, the upkeeper of the state
repository, 16. Durgapala - the castellan /
supervisor of the fortress, 17. Seemapala - the
supervisor of boarders, head of the sentinels at
frontiers and 18.  Protkatabhrityaha -
miscellaneous state officials, other officers
holding lower posts.

If above-mentioned eighteen state officials are
disunited or a discord is generated among these,
the enemy is sure to be controlled (extirpated).

Officials of one's own side are as follows :

1. Devi - the queen, 2. Janani - the queen mother,
3. Kancuki - the chamberlain, 4. Malika - the
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gardener, 5. Shayyapalaka - one who spreads the
bed / a night-watchman, 6. Spashadhyakshaha - the
head of the intelligence department or one who
massages the king to relieve from body-pain or
cares for the dresses or royal attires, 7.
Samvatsarika - an astrologer / soothsayer, 8.
Bhishak - a physician, 9. Jalavahaka - one who
brings/serves water, 10. Tamboolavahaka - one
who serves guests with the betel-leaf, 11. Acharya
- preceptor or instructor, 12. Angarakshaka - a
body-guard, 13. Sthanachintaka - one who looks
after the king's places of sitting or movement, the
quarter-master, 14. Chhatradhara - the upholder of
the royal umbrella and 15. Vilasini - the prostitute
or concubine.

By causing a discord among the above-
mentioned fifteen state officials, one can cause
harm to his king. (So, a king should keep a watch
over those officials and test them from time to
time.)

As has been stated also by somebody :

Shloka 68 - The physician, the astrologer, the
teacher, the trusted spies of own side, the snake-
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catcher (charmer) and those, disguised as lunatics
are capable of knowing every detail of the side of
enemy.

[Another meaning of this verse may be as
follows : The physicians, astrologers and the
preceptors are the authorised spies to know the
details of one's own side, whereas, the snake-
charmers and lunatics may keep track of the camp
of the enemies. ]

And also :

Shloka 69 - May the emissaries, who are aware of
their duties, make an ingress into the innermost of
eighteen Theerthas-state officials or departments
and be apprised of the ins and outs of the enemies
in the form of deep water.

[Theerthas-steps leading into the water, state
officials. Divers or plungers too, desirous of
fathoming (testing the depth), enter into the deep
water through the steps, likewise, spies, wishing to
collect the secrets of an enemy, should enter the
large and deep water-body by means of state
officials.]



101

Meanwhile, having listened to the suggestions
of the old minister Sthirajeevi, Meghavarna,
interrupted him saying — 'o respectable minister!
why does such a hostility, leading to the
destruction of life, exist between the crows and the
owls perennially? [Why are the crows and owls
always at such a fatal and perennial war?]

Sthirajeevi replied - 'o son!'

The story of the hostility between
the crows and owls

Some-time, the swan, the parrot, the heron, the
cuckoo, the Chataka (cuculus melanoleucus), the
owl, the pigeon, the peacock, the dove and the
cock — all the birds having perturbed minds, started
deliberating unitedly :

'Oh! Garuda, the eagle, is our king, and he is a
devotee of lord Vasudeva. Our king does not care
for us at all. So, what is the advantage of his being
our king who does not protect us from being
trapped in the net of the fowlers every day.

Because, it has been stated :
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Shloka 70 - A king, who does not always protect
his fear-stricken subjects-opressed by the enemies,
is undoubtedly, like the god of death, assuming the
form of a king.

Shloka 71 - If a king does not prove to be a savior
par excellence who protects the subjects well, his
subjects get ruined, just like a boat without a
sailor, gets submerged in the ocean.

Shloka 72, 73 - Just as a wrecked ship is
abandoned in the ocean, so, should a man forsake
the following six types of men, viz. a preceptor
who does not instruct; a Hota - the Rigvedic priest,
who does not recite mantras (study the vedas); a
king who does not protect his subjects; a nagging
wife (quarrelsome wife who never speaks sweet
words); village-sick cow-herd, who does not graze
his cattle in the forest and a barbar, who is forest-
sick or greedy, i.e. is never interested in shaving
people in the city.

So, having pondered deeply, let us select some
other king of the birds."'

Then, on noticing an owl, wearing a gentle
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look, all the birds said (in unison) : 'this owl shall
be our king, so, let us collect the required
materials for the coronation of a king.'

Afterwards (after this call), when holy water
from different religious places was procured; herbs
of 108 types were arranged; the royal throne was
spread out (laid in place); the layout (map) of the
earth, variegated with the landscapes such as the
seven islands, seven oceans and the mountains -
was painted and the tiger-skin spread over it; the
golden pitchers, filled with water were placed;
auspicious lamps were lit everywhere; different
musical instruments were played upon (drums
were beaten, trumpets were blown); auspicious
articles like a mirror, a lack-dye, saffron etc. were
put in place; the bares and minstrels started reciting
eulogies; Brahmanas collectively started reciting
verses from the vedas (as a chorus); the young and
beautiful ladies started singing songs (fit for the
occasion); Krukalika (a bird resembling an owl)
was brought there by the chief queen (queen-
consort) (thus, when all pre-arrangements were
made and) as soon as the owl got prepared to
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ascend the throne for his coronation, a crow from
somewhere approached there.

The crow surprisingly thought - 'for what
reason is this assemblage of birds? (why have the
birds gathered here?). Why has this festival been
organized? The birds there, having noticed that
crow, discussed with each-other - 'o brethren! It is
popularly heard that a crow is the most clever
among the birds.'

It has been stated also :

Shloka 74 - A barbar is regarded as shrewd among
human beings; a crow is regarded as shrewd among
the birds; among the animals who are carnivorous
and who kill their prey with canine - a jackal is
adjudged as shrewd, and, among the wandering
ascetics, a Jaina ascetic, wearing white dress, is
said to be deceitful.

So, it would be opposite to hold a discussion
with this crow also.

As has been stated also :

Shloka 75 - The measures, devised by the
sagacious, discussed repeatedly with various
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people, considered well and employed after much
discussion, hardly fail or turn infructuous.

In the meantime, that crow, having approached
the birds, inquired - 'oh! why is this assemblage of
great beings here? Why this grand celebration is
being hosted?' The birds responded 'oh! presently
there exists nobody as the king of these birds who
may protect them well. So, all the birds have
decided unanimously to crown this owl as their
king. So, the coronation ceremony of this owl is
being held here. So, as you have approached at an
opportune moment, you too, give your opinion
regarding this matter.'

Then, the crow laughingly replied - 'oh! it is not
in the fitness of things to crown this owl, wearing
a dreadful look and a day-blind, as a king, inspite
of the presence of great birds such as the peacock,
swan, the cuckoo, the ruddy goose, the parrot, the
duck, the bird resembling a parrot and the crane. I
do not approve of this proposal.

Because :

Shloka 76 - If the countenance of this owl, not
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enraged, is having a crooked nose, oblique glances,
excessively cruel and displeasing look then what
will it be like when enraged?

(If a pleased owl appears so dreadful and
repulsive, what to say of its appearance, when
infuriated?)

And also:

Shloka 77 - What benefit shall we have by
crowning this owl as our king, who is frightful and
ferocious by nature, highly fierce, cruel, unpleasant
and harsh-tongued?

Secondly, notwithstanding the presence of the
lord Garuda, why this day-blind owl is being
crowned as a king? it is not recommended to
appoint another king, though meritorious, when
one already exists there.

Shloka 78 - Only one spirited king is sufficient for
the beneficence of this earth-the kingdom or the
subjects. If there are many, they will only be for the
calamities like the simultaneous rise of many suns
at the time of annihilation, is only for the
devastation.
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And, our enemies can not, merely through the
mention of his name (Garuda's name), bring us
under their sway.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 79 - Through the mere mention of the
name of one's glorious king before the wicked
enemies, one is protected and instantaneously
obtains well-being.

And also :

Shloka 80 - Great tasks are accomplished all of a
sudden through the mere mention of the names of
great people. Look! the hares, merely through the
mention of the moon, started living in that pond
with great delight.

The birds asked- 'what is that story?'

The crow related :

The story of the hares and the chief of the
herd of elephants

There lived a gigantic chief of the herd of
elephants, entitled Caturdanta, in some forest. A
severe drought persisted in that forest-region for
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many consecutive years. All the water-reserves like
the ponds, lakes, tanks and pools (existing in the
area) became dry. (In such a grim situation) all the
elephants belonging to the herd, appealed to the
chief - 'lord! many infants of the elephants,
afflicted by thirst, are almost on the verge of death,
while others have already died. So, search for some
pond where these creatures, by quenching their
thirst, may recuperate (regain their health)." The
chief, after reflecting for much time, proposed -
'yes, there exists a very large pond at a secluded
place in the middle of a tract that remains always
full of water of Ganga, flowing through the
nether-most world. So, let all of us move there.'

Listening to the words of that chief elephant, all
the other elephants started and reached that pond
after a consecutive journey of five days. After
having bathed at their free will in that large pond,
they came out of it in the twilight time. Around
that pond, there existed numerous holes of the
hares over the soft or sandy ground. Those hare-
holes got devastated by those elephants, roaming
here and there. Many of the hares were left with
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broken legs, heads and necks, some of them died,
while some others had just life left in them.

When the herd of the elephants left, the afflicted
hares, having their habitats shattered by the feet of
elephants and many among whom had their legs
broken, others with decrepit bodies (severely
injured), some with blood-stained bodies, some
others who lost their children — all, with their eyes
obstructed with tears, discussed collectively - 'we
all are almost sure to be killed. This herd of the
elephants shall come here (to drink water and to
have fun) daily as water is not available at other
places. Thus, we all shall get trampled over to
death by the elephants.

It has been stated also :

Shloka 81 - An elephant kills though merely
touching, a snake (kills) though merely smelling
(i.e. breathing the venom out), a king (kills) even
while laughing and a scoundrel (kills) even while
honouring (i.e. according due respect seemingly).

So, we must think of some measure (to avoid
the holocaust).' Then, one of the hares, suggested —
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let us leave this place and move to somewhere
else as there is no way out (i.e. what other option
than abandoning this place is left to us).

(Sages like) Manu and Vyasa have also
suggested :

Shloka 82 - One should forsake a single member
(individual) for the sake of a family; for the sake of
a village, one should forsake the family; to save a
Janapada (an administrative unit comprising of
many villages), one should abandon the village and
for the sake of the self (protection of the self), one
should leave even the whole earth (the nation).

Shloka 83 - A king should, for the self-protection,
abandon the land (the kingdom) without hesitation,
although invariably beneficial, yielding all-round
prosperity and furthering the growth of cattle.

Shloka 84 - One should protect wealth (to be of
avail) for the times of distress, women should be
protected even at the cost of riches and one should
always protect the self even at the cost of women
and riches.

The other hares proposed - 'o! the place,
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belonging to the father and grand-father (inherited
from ancestors or coming down from fore-
fathers), can not be abandoned all of a sudden. (It
i1s not possible to forsake the ancestral habitat
suddenly.) So, we should pose some horror (scare-
crow) before them so that, they possibly do not
turn up again!

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 85 - A snake, even though, devoid of
poison, should stretch its hood greatly (hiss
dreadfully). Whether the poison is there or not it is
immaterial, a mere expanse of hood causes fear
(i.e. hissing frighteningly with a raised and
expanded hood, causes much terror).

Then, other hares said - 'if it is so, then, there
exists a sound means of frightening them, scared
of which, they shall never appear again. But, that
object of fright rests with some clever messenger
and belongs to our king Vijayadatta who resides in
the lunar circle. So, send some false messenger
(from moon's side) near the chief of the herd of the
elephants to convey that the moon forbids you to
come here at the pond as his kith and kin
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(protegees) reside around. Having been said so and
trusting his words, may be, that the chief of the
elephant's herd does not turn up again with his
protegees.'

The other hares kept on saying — 'if it is so, then
the hare, named Lambakarna, is very expert in the
business of a messenger who know well how to
talk grandly. (i.e. very skilled in constructing
sentences and aware of the duties of a messenger.)
So, he should be sent there.'

It has been stated also :

Shloka 86 - That messenger is desirable for a king
who 1s good-looking, free from covetousness,
skilled in speech, adept in various shastras and a
knower of the intentions of others.

And furthermore :

Shloka 87 - One, who employs as a royal
messenger a person who is foolish, covetous and
particularly a liar, is sure to fail in his mission.

(A king, who deputes a foolish, greedy and
particularly a liar as a messenger, his mission never
gets fulfilled.)
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So, look for such a messenger so that we may
get redemption from this affliction. Then the other
hares opined - 'this measure is very appropriate as
there is no other measure for us to remain alive,
S0, we must execute it'.

Afterwards, Lambakarna was appointed to
approach the chief of the elephants. That being
done, Lambakarna too, having reached (seen the
foot-marks) the path of the elephants, stood over
an inaccessible mound started telling that elephant
- 'o! wicked elephant! Why do you come to this
pond unhesitatingly for having fun? So, do not
come here in future, go back from here." An
amazed elephant, having heard his words, asked -
'o! who are you?' The hare replied - 'T am a hare,
named Lambakarna, residing in the lunar circle and
right now, have been sent to you as a messenger by
the lord moon. And you already know that one
should not blame a messenger for delivering a true
message due to his being the mouth (spokesman)
of a king (i.e. messengers are like the mouth of a
king through which he speaks).
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It has been stated also :

Shloka 88 - A messenger should, in no case, be
killed even on his raising a weapon; even on killing
the kith and kin of a king or even on uttering harsh
words.

(A king should never kill a messenger even
though a raiser of weapons, a killer of near and
dears or an utterer of harsh words).

On hearing this statement, the chief of the
elephants said - 'o hare! Deliver the message of
lord moon soon so that it (his message) may be
followed (executed) with immediate effect.’

The hare Lambakarna narrated - 'on the
previous day (yesterday), having approached with
your herd, you killed many hares. Do not you
know that these hares belong to the group of my
protegees? So, if you are desirous of living further,
never do come to this pond again with any
intention' - this much is the message from the lord
moon.

The elephant asked - where 1s the lord-god
moon right now"?
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The hare replied - 'at this moment, arrived for
consoling the hares — trampled down by your herd
and those surviving after the destruction — lord
moon is present in the pond itself. I have been sent
from there to you.'

The elephant requested - 'if it is so, then show
me that lord so that after saluting him, I may leave
this place for some other destination.'

The hare said - 'o! come with me alone so that I
may show you the lord ( I may help you in having a
glimpse of the lord). That being done, the hare,
having led the elephant to that pond in the night,
showed him the reflection of the moon in the
middle of the water (the image of the moon
reflected amidst the pond). And said - 'here exists
our lord, lost in meditation, so, having saluted him
silently from a distance, depart instantly, else,
owing to the disruption of his meditation, he shall
get very much enraged.’

Then, frightened at heart, the elephant too, after
offering him a salute, left for some other
destination, not to return again (once for all). (As a
result) the hares too, from that day onwards,
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started living happily with their families in their
respective holes. That is why, I tell you - ‘=9¢e™
Hea™ ... great tasks are fulfilled by mere mention
of the names of great people.

And also,

Shloka 89 - A man, desirous of living, should
never install a person as a king one the throne who
1s mean-natured, lazy, a coward, addicted to vices,
ungrateful and a back-biter.

It has been observed also :

Shloka 90 - In olden times, both-the hare and the
bird — met with their destruction - while keen for
seeking justice and approaching a mean judge.

[In former times, a hare and sparrow — both,
looking for justice desperately, having approached
a mean judge for the same, perished.]

They inquired — 'how did that happen'? Then,
the crow continued :

The Story of a hare and sparrow

Formerly, I lived (used to live) upon a tree.
Beneath that tree, a sparrow, entitled Kapinjala,
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also lived in the cavity of that tree. (variant reading
- a partridge called Kapinjala). In the evening both
of us, having come back, always passed our time,
experiencing great pleasure in the acts of telling
various good-sayings; discussing the ancient (and
noble) characters as well as the doings of the deity-
like sages and Brahma-like sages and relating
various amazing events or facts experienced during
our travels. At some moment of time, Kapinjala,
for getting a livelihood, moved with other
sparrows to another region, enriched with ripe
shali - a type of wild corns. By the night even (one
night), while Kapinjala did not come back, then
dejected at heart and afflicted by his separation, I
thought - 'oh! why did not Kapinjala come back
tonight?' Did somebody trap him or, did somebody
kill him? Were he totally fine, he would not have
stayed anywhere without me.' Worrying so, many
days (much time) elapsed. Then, one day, a hare,
named Sheeghragati, approached there and entered
into the cavity of that tree at the time of sunset. As
I had lost all hopes of Kapinjala's return, I did not
prevent him from entering the cavity.
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After some days, the sparrow, with a corpulent
body, owing to eating shali - the wild grains,
recalling his own shelter, again approached that
very place.

Or, rightly has it been stated :

Shloka 91 - Living beings do not experience that
pleasure even in the heaven as they do, even in
penury, in their native country, city or own house.

On noticing another hare inside the hole, he
said revealingly - 'o hare! By entering into my
residing place, you have not done any good job.
So, get out at once from here.'

The hare replied - 'it is not your house but it
belongs to me only. So, why are you telling such a
lie and harsh words to me?

As has been stated also :

Shloka 92 - Abandoned once, a pond, a well, a
tank, a temple and trees - do not remain under
anybody's possession, not even under their original
master's possession, what of others.

And further :
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Shloka 93 - Possession is the only proof and no
documents or witnesses are required in the case of
a land or any property, if it remains under
somebody's possession for ten years in the
presence of all.

Shloka 94 - This law of authority, which applies to
human beings, has been prescribed by sages,
whereas, in the case of wild animals and birds,
their authority is said to exist only so long as they
dwell over there.

So, it is my house and does not belong to you.

The sparrow said - 'o! if you honour smruti (the
laws prescribed by the Dharmashastras) as a proof
in this matter, then come with me so that both of
us may approach some knower of the
Dharmashastras." Whomsoever he entitles
(authorises), shall only possess it. That being done,
I, too, thought - 'let us see what happens in this
matter. I must witness this judgement.' So, out of
curiosity, I too, followed both of them. In the
meantime, a wild he-cat, entitled
Teekshnadamshtra, having heard of the dispute



120

between the two, approached the path near the
bank of the river, with kusha grass in his hand and
he eyes closed; with his arms raised and touching
the earth with one foot and with his face directed
towards the sun-delivered the following
exhortation on religion :

'Ah! this world is worthless, lives (of the
beings) are momentary. Association with near and
dears is like a dream. The house-hold and kinsmen
are (unreal) like jugglery. So, except virtue, there
exists no other way (to achieve liberation).

As has been stated also :

Shloka 95 - The bodies are fleeting; riches too, are
not eternal; death is at hand (imminent), so, one
should always store righteousness (i.e. perform
virtuous acts).

Shloka 96 - He, whose days, devoid of virtuous
acts, come and go (elapse) in vain, though
breathing like a black smith's bellows, does not
live.

Shloka 97 - Erudition, devoid of the performances
of righteous deeds, is useless like the tail of a dog
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which neither covers the private parts nor does
repel the mosquitoes.

And also :

Shloka 98 - Those, who are not devout / do not
honour righteousness as the reason behind the
worldly affairs, are as worthless as withered
pulaaka among corns, as trifle as a tiny pootika
among the birds; and as insignificant as a mosquito
among mortals.

Shloka 99 - The fruits and flower are the
substantial parts of a plant; ghrita (butter) is the
better part of curd; the oil is the better abstract or
consequence of oil-cake — so, the better and
desirable result from the human-body is but only
the righteousness.

(i.e. performance of religious duties or virtuous
acts should be the utmost goal to be achieved
through the human body.)

Shloka 100 - Men, who are devoid of the religion
/ are non-performers of virtuous acts — are like the
beasts, created only for having meals, excreting
stool, passing urine and serving others.
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(i.e. human beings, not attending upon religious
performances, are like the beasts who have been
sent on this earth to serve others, to excrete urine
and faeces and copulate. It is the religion that
distinguishes men from the animals. Life of a
human being without righteousness is of no avail. ]

Shloka 101 - Steadiness or deep reflection is
commended by those well-versed in politics, in all
actions, but in the case of religious duties or
virtuous acts, instant execution is recommended,
because, virtuous acts are accompanies by various
impediments (involve lots of obstacles).

Shloka 102 - the quintessence of Dharma is being
stated before you in a nutshell. O men! Of what
advantage is the detailed description to you?
Benevolence leads to meritorious results whereas
tormenting others causes vices.

Shloka 103 - Listen to the substance of Dharma
(righteousness) from me and having listened, hold
it in your heart firmly. One should not mete out to
others what is unfavourable to his own self (i.e.
whatever 1s unfavourable to one's own self, should
not be done to others).
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After listening to such a religious discourse
from the wild he-cat, the hare said - 'o! o!
Kapinjala! See, on the river-bank, an ascetic is
delivering religious discourse, let both of us ask
him (i.e. get our dispute settled by him).'

Kapinjala replied - 'this he-cat, by nature, is our
born enemy, so, both of us, remaining at a distance,
should ask him. May be some deficiency in his
vow appears (i.e. some ill-intention prevails upon
him and he attacks us). So, keeping a distance, both
requested that he-cat - 'o religious preceptor! o
sage! There is a dispute between both of us, so
settle this according to the Dharmashastra - (make
a decision according to the rule of law), whoever
makes a false statement, shall be your eatable.' The
he-cat replied - 'o gentle souls! do not tell like this.
I have already desisted from the path that throws a
sinner in the hell. Not injuring any being (causing
no detriment to any body) is the path of virtue.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 104 - Since virtue has been stated as being
devoid of injury to a being by the nobles, so, one
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should protect even a louse, a bug, a mosquito etc.
from an injury.

[As righteousness according to the nobles
involves non-injury, so, one should refrain from
killing even insignificant insects such as a louse, a
bug and a mosquito etc. and always protect them. ]

Shloka 105 - A man, who kills even ferocious
beasts (beings), is merciless and sinful and goes to
the dreadful hell; then what to say of him who kills
innocent and useful animals.

And that, even these sacrificers, who offers
animals in sacrificial rites, are idiots, unaware of
the true purport of the shruti - the vedas. It has
been enjoined there in the vedas - 'one should
perform sacrifice by offering Aja's - the he-goats' -
'ﬁﬁw’ In this context, by Aja, is meant-rice,
seven years old and not any particular animal as a
he-goat.

It has been stated also :

Shloka 106 - If heaven is approached even by
felling trees, killing animals and causing mud with
blood then by what means, one goes to the hell?
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[If by cutting trees for making sacrificial posts,
by killing animals in sacrifices, and thereby,
causing a mud of blood and soil mixed-one goes
to heaven, then, by what means, a man approaches
the hell?]

So, I shall not eat any of you but only decide the
victory of one and the defeat of the other (settle
your dispute). But, as I have grown old, I am not
able to hear properly the reply and the counter-
reply (arguments) staying at a distance. Knowing
this fact and coming closer to me, both of you put
your arguments before me, so that being aware of
the facts, I may deliver the right judgement in
conformity with the rule of law and also, may not
incur any sin that obstructs my after-world.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 107 - He, who gives his verdict out of
pride or greed or anger or fear — goes to the hell.

[whosoever delivers an unfair judgement, files
a wrong case or furnishes false witnesses/
evidences out of personal reservations such as
pride, avarice, anger or fright, goes to hell.]
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Shloka 108 - A man, who delivers a wrong
judgement in the case regarding animals/variant
reading - regarding a horse, incurs the sin of killing
five animals/horses; if, in a case, regarding the
cows, one passes a false judgement, he incurs the
fault of killing ten cows; if the case be related with
women or spinsters and one gives a wrong verdict,
he is guilty of killing hundred spinsters of women;
and, if the case is concerned with a man and (he is
implicated falsely) a wrong verdict is given — the
judge incurs the sin of killing a thousand men
(Brahma“as).

Shloka 109 - Seated in a court of law, if a man,
does not speak in clear terms, that court is worth —
forsaking from a great distance. A judge in all
conditions, should deliver a justified decision.

[In a trial where both — the complainant or the
defendant — tell a lie/furnish wrong facts, a judge
should dismiss it or abandon the case from a great
distance or pass a right judgement. ]

So, full of confidence (i.e. having no fear or
doubts), both of you, approaching my ear, put your
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case in clear terms'. What to tell more-both (of
them) were so instantly taken into confidence by
that ignoble he-cat that they sat, as if, in the lap of
him. And, that he-cat too, having pounced on both
simultaneously, seized one with his feet and the
other with his saw-like jaws. Thus, both were
killed and devoured. So, I tell - 'ggraafq v,
[Nothing can be achieved by making an ignoble
being a king.]

So, you birds too, having got an ignoble king as
this day-blind owl and due to being night-blinds,
shall travel through the path the hare and sparrow
travelled (meet with the same fate as they did).
Having understood these facts, do further whatever
you deem appropriate. Hearing the words of that
crow, all the birds consented - "This crow has said
the right thing' and, 'we shall meet in future and
decide our kings afterwards' - saying so, departed
to their respective dwelling - places according to
their wish. Only that day-blind lone owl, waiting to
be consecrated, was left, seated upon the throne
with Krukalika. (Noticing the delay) the owl
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inquired — 'who is it? o! why do not you crown me
even now (why this delay is being made)?”'

Hearing this, Krukalika replied - 'o gentle soul!
your coronation has been interrupted by this crow.
All the birds too, have flown in their desired
directions. Only this solitary crow, is left and
sitting here with some purpose in mind. So, rise
quickly, so that I may lead you to your dwelling-
place.’

Listening to these words, the owl said with
despondency to the crow - 'o! o! wicked-hearted!
What harm did I cause you that you obstructed my
coronation. From today onwards, a hostility
between you and me along with my relatives, is
born.

It has been observed also :

Shloka 110 - The wounds, caused by the arrows,
heal with the passage of time (one, pierced with
arrows, grows again); one, chopped off by the
sword also grows again, but, the wound, caused by
the speech, ill-spoken and abhorred, does not heal.
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Having said so, the owl went back to his shelter
with Krukalika.

On the other hand, the crow, perturbed by fear,
kept on thinking - 'oh! I got embroiled in an
animosity for no reason. Why did I utter this
improper fact (i.e. what was the need).

As has been observed also :

Shloka 111 - He, who utters words, not befitting
place, not expedient, yielding inauspicious results
in future, unpleasant, derogatory to one's dignity
and that too, without any reason, are not the
words, but poison in itself for that person.

Shloka 112 - A wise man, even though equipped
with the physical strength, should never
deliberately make another person an enemy. Who is
that sagacious man who consumes poison without
any reason, thinking 'T do have many good doctors
at my disposal'?

Shloka 113 - An intelligent man should not, at all,
denounce others in an assembly (i.e. ill words are
not worth-speaking by wise persons in an
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assembly). The words, though true, if are grievous
to others when uttered, should not be spoken
(before all in an assembly).

Shloka 114 - He only, is an intelligent man who
does an act only if it is discussed again and again
with trusted friends and whose origin is well-
meditated through his intellect. He only, is the
abode of the riches and the glory as well.

Having contemplated so, the crow too,
departed. The hereditary animosity of ours towards
these owls persists from that time.'

Meghavarna said - 'o respectable Sthirajeevi!
embroiled in such a tricky situation, what should
we do?' The minister replied - 'o my son! In such a
formidable situation, there exists a measure, called
'deceit, apart from the six measures, designated as
'shadgunya’ (sandhi, vigraha etc.) Having accepted
'deceit’ (chhala), I shall myself proceed to conquer
him. After deceiving the enemies, I shall kill them.

Because, it has been stated also :

Shloka 115 - Men, endowed with multifarious
talents, well-versed in artistic skills and impostors
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of the first order, are capable of deceiving
preeminently wise person as those knaves had
befooled a Brahmana for a goat.

Variant reading — [Men, equipped with varied
talent and highly knowledgeable, are able to befool
even those who are excessively deceitful as the
knaves did to a Brahmana for a goat.]

Meghavarna asked - how that happened?
Sthirajeevi related :

The story of three knaves, a Brahmana
and his goat

In certain city, there lived a Brahmana, entitled
Mitrasharman, who had undertaken Agnihotra
sacrifice. One day in the month of Magha (the cold
and chilly Hindu month of the Hindu calendar),
while the icy wind was blowing, the sky was
covered with clouds and it was drizzling slowly -
the Brahmana, having gone to some other village
to ask for a sacrificial goat, solicited a client for
the same - 'o client (yajamana)! Coming last day
of the dark fortnight, I will offer an oblation (in the
form of an animal), so, give me one.
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Then the client offered him a nourished animal
(goat), having characteristics as prescribed in the
scriptures. That Brahmana too, regarding the goat
as strong and capable of running here and there,
put it on his shoulder and left quickly for his
village. While he was on his way (home), he
encountered three knaves, afflicted with hunger
and having parched throats, coming towards him.

Having seen the Brahmana with a stout goat,
loaded on the shoulder, the three knaves said to
each other - 'oh! by the consumption of this
animal, today's snowfall shall be rendered
inefficacious (i.e. let us make today's (freezing)
snowfall, ineffectual by eating this animal). So,
having cheated him and after taking the animal
from him, we should shield ourselves from cold.

Then, one of them, having changed his dress
and coming before him through some other way,
told the Brahmana, who had taken a vow of
keeping the sacred fire - 'o! o! the foolish keeper of
fire (Agnihotrin)! why this act is being done by you
which 1s against the worldly behavior and
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ridiculous as well, that this profane dog, put upon
your shoulders, 1s being carried by you.

Because, somebody has stated also :

Shloka 116 - A dog, a cock and a Chandala have
been stated to have the same (profane) touch; and
touching as ass and particularly, a camel is even
more sacrilegious, so, one should not touch them
in any condition.

(On hearing this) that enraged Brahmana
objected - 'oh! are you blind that you are
explaining a sacrificial goat as a dog.'

'

Then that knave replied (politely) - 'o
Brahmana! Do not get angry, do as you wish (i.e.
go, laden with a dog, it is none of my business).

And, the Brahmana, while covered some more
distance, then the second impostor, having
approached before, said - 'o Brahmana! fie upon
you! it is a pity! though this dead calf is much dear
to you, still, it is not proper to put it on the
shoulder.

Because, it has been observed that :
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Shloka 117 - The purgation of a man, who, out of
imbecility, touches a dead animal or a dead man, is
possible only by the intake of panchagavya or the
observance of chaandraayana vow.

[Panchagavya is a mixture of five products
produced from the cows, viz. milk, curd, clarified
butter (ghee), urine and cow-dung. Since it is made
up of five cow-products, so, it is called
Panchagavya. It is used in religious undertakings
and expiatory rites due to its purgative value.

Chaandraayana is a vow or fast which is
observed as an expiatory penance to atone for
some sin, committed knowingly or unknowingly.
One has to regulate (increase and decrease) the
intake of meals and morsels in accordance with the
waning and waxing of the moon. Dharmashastra
prescribes that for the fulfillment of this vow, one
has to eat fifteen morsels on the full-moon day and
decrease it by one morsel every till nothing on the
new-moon day and increase again in the same way
till the full-moon day.]

Then, that Brahmana, greatly infuriated,
reproached him - 'o! are you a blind that you are
depicting an alive sacrificial goat as a dead calf?
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The second knave replied - 'I told you like this
out of my ignorance, do not get angry, do whatever
you like.'

Then, while the Brahmana covered some more
distance in the forest, (hardly had the Brahmana
gone at some distance), the third imposter, in some
other aspect, coming before, told the Brahmana -
'o! it is not proper that you are carrying an ass
putting it upon your shoulders, so, leave it apart.

As has been stated also :

Shloka 118 - For a man, who knowingly or
unknowingly, touches an ass, is prescribed bathing,
with the garments on, for the pacification of his
sin.

So, abandon it before somebody sees you (with
this ass). Then, the Brahmana, regarding the goat
to be an ass and throwing it down on the ground

out of fear, rushed towards his home.

Then, the three (impostors), taking unitedly that
goat along (and having killed and cooked), started

eating of their own free will. So, I tell you -
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'TealgaAgAT:' - 'many intelligent and clever men
can unitedly dupe even men of high intellect.’

Or, rightly has this been laid out :

Shloka 119 - There is nobody in this world who is
not duped by the modesty of a newly appointed
servant; the random gossips of a guest (to show
intimacy); the (false) cries of wanton ladies, and,
unnecessarily extended, deceitful and incoherent
tall talks of the knaves.

(Everyone is defrauded by an attendant, an
unwanted guest and an amorous lady.)

And also, it is not proper to enter into
animosity with men, even though, weak. (Enmity
towards many, though feeble, is not proper.)

It has been stated also :

Shloka 120 - One should never oppose many, as a
community of several people (a great many men) is
impregnable. Look, the ants consume hurriedly and
entirely a huge serpent, hissing dreadfully.
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Scheme of Examination
Max. Marks 100

Multiple choice questions 1 x10=10
Essay type questions (2 of 3) 2x 10 =20
Translation of Prose passage (1 of 2) 1x12=12
Reference to context (2 of 4) 2x 4= 8
Short notes (2 of 4) 2x2%= 5

Grammar to be answered in Sanskrit only

a. Analysis and naming of the

Samasa (5 of 8) 1x 5= 5
b. Identification of Kridantas
and Avyayas (5 of 8) Ix 5= 5
Translation of Sanskrit passage into
Kannada/English (5 of 8) 1x 5= 5
70

Internal Assessment 30



